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Background and Motivation

Figure 1: Overview of the mCADRE algorithm [5].

Since the sequencing and annotation of the human
genome, the reconstruction of human genome-scale
metabolic models (GEMs) has been of great inter-
est. GEMs allows for an in-depth insight into the hu-
man metabolism, which involves thousands of reac-
tions and metabolites. However, being complex or-
ganisms, humans embodied diverse cell types with dif-
ferent metabolic functions and phenotypes. Thus, a
tissue-specific reconstruction remains a key challenge
in the field of computational systems biology. In 2012,
Wang et al. developed a novel computational method to
build tissue-specific metabolic models, called metabolic
Context-specificity Assessed by Deterministic Reaction
Evaluation (mCADRE) [5]. mCADRE constructs tissue-
specific models based on human gene expression data and metabolic network topology. Similarly, to the already
existing state-of-the-art method, namely the Model Building Algorithm (MBA), mCADRE initially assigns a
ubiquity score (i.e, how often a gene is expressed) to each reaction establishing two sets of reactions: core and
non-core. Based on a threshold, reactions with higher scores are considered as core reactions, while the remain-
ing ones are the non-core reactions. The latter ones are then ranked based on expression data and connectivity
to other reactions. One of the main goals of the algorithm is to remove all non-core reactions while keeping the
model consistent and able to produce key metabolites at the same time. The elimination is done based on the
rankings and in inverse order [6, 5].

Aim

So far, the mCADRE algorithm, described by Wang et al., is provided as MATLAB code and works only with
the first version of the human metabolic network model, Recon 1 [3] 1. This resulted to limited usage of the

1https://github.com/jaeddy/mcadre
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algorithm as two newer versions with increasing scope of this human metabolic network are now available,
with Recon 3D being the newest release [2]. Hence, the aim of this project is to re-implement the algorithm
in Python based on the newest Recon3D to make it widely used again. To test its functionality, the lagorithm
will be applied to create multiple models of human cells relevant to the current outbreak of SARS-CoV-2. With
these models the effect of viral infections of relevant human cells will be analyzed.

Requirements

• Experience in programming with Python and related libraries, such as such as COBRApy [4] and libS-
BML [1]

• High interest in computational systems biology, constraint-based modeling and software development
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