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Abstract:

In South Korea, even military dictators such as Park Chung-hee (Pak Chong-
htii) justified their authoritarian rule in the name of ‘Korean democracy’ while
their nonconformists opposed the rule for the cause of ‘democracy in Korea'.
This suggests that 'democracy' occupies a shrine for even those South Koreans
in politically diametrical opposition to each other. With this in mind, this
lecture addresses the issue: the historical progress of sanctifying the idea of
democracy in South Korea. In dealing with the issue, this lecture brings a
focus on the post-colonial history of Korea, which witnessed the investiture of
democracy with a national doctrine, and its constitutional institutionalization
as such for the first time throughout Korean history. In those days, what
granted the sacrosanct status of inviolable 'Zeitgeist' to the idea of
democracy?
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