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Research interests 

• Sociology of sport, health and the body, 
• Sociological aspects of health in elite sports  
• Physical activity and biopsychosocial health 
• (In)activity and health biographies 
• Methodology of interdisciplinary research, mixed-methods designs 

 
Academic Career and University Education 

Since October 
2022 

Dean of the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences, University of 
Tübingen 

since 2004 until 
September 2022 

Professor for Sport Science (W3) with focus on Social and Health Sciences, 
University of Tübingen  

since 2010 until 
September 2022 

Head of the Institute of Sports Science at the University of Tübingen 

since 2019 until 
today 

Head of the Interfaculty Research Institute for Sport and Physical Activity 
Tübingen (a supra-faculty institution of the Medical Faculty and the Faculty 
for Economics and Social Sciences; together with Prof. Andreas Nieß, Head 
of the Department for Sport Medicine, University Clinic Tübingen) 

2001 – 2004 Professor for Sport Sociology, Institute of Sport Science, Technical 
University of Chemnitz (2001-2002 as Interim Professor; from 2003 as 
Director of the Institute of Sport Science) 

2000 Habilitation at the Faculty of Psychology and Sports Sciences, 
University of Bielefeld 

1996 Dr. phil., University of Bielefeld (summa cum laude) 
1992 – 2001 Researcher at the Department of Sport Science, University of Bielefeld 
 Studies in Sports Science (Diploma) and Psychology and 

Psychogerontology (Diploma), Universities of Tübingen and Erlangen-
Nürnberg. 

Awards (Selection) 

2001 Habilitation Award, University of Bielefeld  
1997 Dissertation Award, University of Bielefeld  



Additional offers for professorships 

 University of Paderborn, Germany; University of Berne, Switzerland; 
German Sport University Cologne, Germany; 

Total publications 

• 21 books (monographs) 
• 10 editions (volumes) 
• More than 300 articles in peer-reviewed journals and volumes 
• More than 200 conference presentations, public lectures and talks 

Research grants (as PI and Co-PI): 

Total funding volume: >3.000.000,--€ 

(BiSp, DFG, BMBF, BMG etc.) 

Selected additional academic services and functions 

from 2018 to 
2021 

Member of the Scientific Board of the Center for Interdisciplinary and 
Intercultural Studies, Eberhard Karls University Tübingen 

October 2017 – 
November 2019 

Speaker of the Department for Social Sciences at the University of 
Tübingen 

since 2015 Faculty Member of LEAD Graduate School and Research Network 
(funded within the framework of the Excellence Initiative via the 
German Research Foundation) 

from 2014 until 
2019 

Member of the executive board of the European Association for the 
Sociology of Sport 

Between 2008 - 
2016 

Member of several senate committees (e.g. committee studies and 
teaching, research committee, graduate funding committee, German 
scholarship committee, change committee) 

2013-2016 Vice-Dean for Research of the Faculty for Economics and Social 
Sciences at the University of Tübingen 

2008 – 2010 
 

Dean of the Faculty for Social and Behavioural Sciences at the 
University of Tübingen 

2006 – 2008 
 

Vice-Dean of the Faculty for Social and Behavioural Sciences at the 
University of Tübingen 

Since 2010 Member of the Reviewer Board of the German Federal Institute of 
Sports Science (BISp)  

2004-2008 Chair of the Section Sport Sociology of the German Society of Sport 
Science (dvs)  

Functions for sport organisations (selection) 

Since 2014 Speaker of the Scientific Forum of the Württembergischer 
Landessportbund [Wuerttemberg State Sport Organisation] (WLSB) 



Since 2018 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of GymWorld of the German 
Gymnastics Federation (DTB) 

Since 2010 Member of the Board of Trustees of the Württemberg Sport Foundation 

From 2006 to 
2020 

Member of the Advisory Board of the Institute of Sport History Baden-
Württemberg e.V. [Institut für Sportgeschichte e.V. Baden-
Württemberg] 

Since 2006 National Coaching Academy of the German Olympic Sports 
Confederation (DOSB) 

• Seminar “Conflict management” 
• Seminar “Professional and career dynamics” 
• Seminar “Individualisation and mediatisation of society – 

Consequences for talent development” 
 


