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Abstract: Samguksagi is the oldest written history of ancient Korea. 
Therefore, it is safe to say that Samguksagi is the official route to the ancient 
Korea. On top of the historical experience of ancient Koreans, historical 
episteme of medieval Koreans also takes up a significant amount of the book. 
In other words, historical experience of ancient Koreans was selectively 
reconstructed by medieval Koreans on their own perspective. This lecture 
suggests distinguishing those two attributes in Samguksagi, historical 
experience and historical episteme.

Kanglae Lee is a Professor in the Department of History at Chonnam National 
University of Korea. He served as President of the Society for Korean Ancient 
History (2015-2017). His research focuses primarily on the characteristic and 
formation of textual sources of ancient Korean history, but his present research 
concerns the mentality of ancient Koreans in the perspective of intellectual 
history and historiography. His previous books include a trilogy of textual 
study on Samguksagi: The Sources of Samguksagi (1996), The Formation of 
Samguksagi (2007), and The Epistemology of Samguksagi (2011).
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