
Programme EHB 2016 - Economics and Human Biology

Time Session Presenter Title

Opening Session Jörg Baten (U Tübingen) Introduction

Keynote lecture Stephan Klasen (U Göttingen) Drivers of undernutrition and overnutrition in developing countries

Richard H. Steckel / 

Clark Spencer Larsen 

(Ohio State U)*

The European Project: Introduction to Goals, Materials and Methods

Gisela Grupe (LMU Munich) /

Rimantas Jankauskas (Vilnius U)*

Contextual Dimensions of Health and Lifestyle: The Archaeological and 

Historical Record

12:45 - 13:00

Richard H. Steckel

(Ohio State U)*

Summary Measurement of Health and Wellbeing: The Health Index

Felix Engel (U Freiburg)* / 

Richard H. Steckel (Ohio State U)

Climate and Health

14:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:15

Ursula Wittwer-Backofen/

Felix Engel (U Freiburg)

Oral Health: Dental Caries, Abscesses, Antemortem Tooth Loss

Charlotte Roberts 

(Durham U)

The Developmental Origins Hypothesis: Evidence from Skeletal Remains

17:15 - 17:30

Carina Marques /Vitor Matos 

(U Coimbra)

Nonspecific Indicators: Periostitis of Ancient Skeletons

Zsolt Bereczki (U Szeged) / 

Maria Teschler-Nicola (U Vienna)*

Growth Disruption in Children: Linear enamel Hypoplasia of early-modern 

human remains
Anastasia Papathanasiou (Greek Ministry 

of Culture) /

Clark Spencer Larsen (U Ohio State)*

Anemia and Related Nutritional Deficiencies: Evidence from Cribra Orbitalia 

and Porotic Hyperostosis

Nicholas Meinzer (U Tübingen) /

Richard H. Steckel (Ohio State U) / 

Jörg Baten (U Tübingen)*

Body Size and Activity Inference: Femur Length and Midshaft Index

19:30 - 19:40

19:40 - 20:10 Keynote lecture George L Wehby 

(U Iowa)

Genetic Risks for Chronic Conditions: Implications for Long-Term Wellbeing 

and Healthcare Expenditures
ab 20:10 

08:00 - 08:30 Keynote lecture John Hoddinott 

(Cornell U)

Chronic undernutrition: Retrospect and prospects

Clark Spencer Larsen (U Ohio State) /

Kimberly Williams (Temple U)*

History of Degenerative joint Disease: Inferences about Lifestyle and Activity

Jörg Baten (U Tübingen) 

Richard H. Steckel (Ohio State U)

Patterns of Traumatic Injury and Violence

Eva Rosenstock 

(FU Berlin)

Nature and nurture: body height variation in Southwest Asia and Europe from 

ca. 40 000 to 1000 BC
10:05 - 10:20

Joachim Wahl/Anne Merker 

(U Tübingen)

Isotope Analysis, Nutrition, and Growth during the Early Medieval Period in 

Southwest Germany

Jean-Pascal Bassino (ENS Lyon)

Mark Hudson 

(U of West Kyushu)

Environmental change and biological wellbeing in Japan since ca. 10,000 BP

Heinrich Härke/Nicholas Meinzer 

(U Tübingen)

Regional environmental characteristics and differences in living standards in 

the early Middle Ages
Marta Díaz-Zorita Bonilla (U Tübingen) Bioarchaeology, social organisation and social hierarchisation in Iberian 

Copper Age: Valencina de la Concepción (Seville, Spain)
12:20 - 13:20

Joel Floris/Nikola Koepke

(U Zürich)
Female height in Switzerland since the early 19

th
 century

Ewout Depauw

(Ghent U)

Crisis effects and gender differences in nineteenth--‐century Belgium. 

Evidence from children’s height in prison records
14:20 - 14:30

Mark McGovern 

(Queen’s U Belfast)

A Review of the Evidence Linking Stunting to Economic Outcomes

Tim Bruckner 

(U California)

Spontaneous Pregnancy Loss in Denmark following Economic Downturns

15:30 - 16:00 Keynote lecture Climent Quintana-Domeque

(Oxford U)

Choosing Season of Birth: The Role of Biological and Economic Constraints 

Saturday, 15th October 2016

Room A - Festsaal

Presentation in Walking (see below)

Coffee break

Lunch break

11:00 - 11:45

Height, Gender and 

Crisis in Central 

Europe, 19th 

century

Long-Run History of 

Health VI

Long-Run History of 

Health II

Long-Run History of 

Health III

Long-Run History of 

Health V

Coffee break

Long-Run History of 

Health I

14:30 - 15:30 Pregnancy and early 

life conditions

Long-Run History of 

Health IV

Lunch break

Break

13:20 - 14:20

08:35 - 10:05

10:20 - 12:20

Coffee break

17:30 - 19:30

Social program & Reception

Sunday, 16th October 2016

Coffee break

11:45 - 12:45

13:00 - 14:00

16:15 - 17:15

Coffee break



Time Session Presenter Title

Eric B. Schneider 

(London School of Economics)

The economics and biology of shifting growth: The growth pattern of British 

children, 1850-1975

Suparna Shome 

(Indian Statistical Institute)

Determinants of birth weight of Indian babies

12:45 - 13:00

Rafael Dobado-González (Complutense 

U Madrid)

Men’s height in late eighteenth-century Mexico: a matter of genes, geo-history 

and socioeconomic status?
Amilkar Challu 

(Bowling Green State U)

Biological Wellbeing and the Long “Lost Decade” in Mexico 

14:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:15

Aravinda Guntupalli 

(Open U)

Gender differences in the biological welfare of Indians in the nineteenth and 

the twentieth centuries
Rosemary Isoto

(Ohio State U)

Heterogeneous Effects of MGNREGS on Health Outcomes of Children in 

India: Evidence from Panel Data
17:15 - 17:30

Marco Sunder 

(U Bremen)

The dynamic effect of body weight on earnings and satisfaction

Kris Inwood 

(U Guelph)

Identifying and explaining the long-run pattern of BMI increase in Canada, 

New Zealand and Australia 
Natalia Malancu 

(U Pompeu Fabra Barcelona)

Big, Fat Paycheck: An Australian Tale of Wage Differentials by Nativity 

Accounting for Body Size 

Michael Hermanussen

(Aschauhof)

As tall as my peers. Stature signals status

19:30 - 19:40

19:40 - 20:10

ab 20:10 

08:00 - 08:30

Basak Koca Ozer 

(Ankara U)

Evaluation of secular changes in height and weight of preschool children from 

Turkey over the past 40 years
Ramon Ramon-Muñoz 

(U Barcelona) *

Did sibship size affect biological living standards? Evidence from late 

nineteenth century Catalonia
John Komlos 

(LMU Munich)

The antebellum decline in the nutritional status of the U.S. population at the 

onset of modern economic growth
10:05 - 10:20

Premananda Bharati 

(Indian Statistical Institute)

Overweight and obesity in Indian adult population

Susmita Bharati 

(Indian Statistical Institute)

An Investigation into the Causes of Overweights and Obesity among 6-10-

year-old Children in Kolkata

Daniel Jong Schwekendiek 

(Sungkyunkwan U)

The Biological Standard of Living in Interwar South Korea: Evidence from 

Body Mass Index of Bank Employees
Manoranjan Pal 

(Indian Statistical Institute)

Comparing methods for assessing overweight and obesity of children in India

12:20 - 13:20

Kaspar Staub 

(U Zürich)

From growth in height to growth in breadth”: The changing body shape of 

young men in Germany and Switzerland over the 20th century
Ali Fakih 

(Lebanese American University)

An Empirical Analysis of Urban-Rural Female Obesity: Some New Evidence 

from the Middle East and North Africa Region
14:20 - 14:30

Lisa Oberlander 

(Paris School of Economics)

Trade openness and the nutrition transition: empirical evidence from 

macrodata
Tim Hatton 

(Australian National U)

Determinants of Height in India, 1950-1990

15:30 - 16:00

Nutrition in South 

Asia

Obesity I

Fertility and Child 

Health

  

Historical 

Development in 

Latin America

Lunch break

Coffee break

Break

Programme in Room A

Social program & Reception

Programme in Room A

Sunday, 16th October 2016

Coffee break

11:00 - 11:45 Programme in Room A

Saturday, 15th October 2016

11:45 - 12:45

Room B - 605

Presentation in Walking (see below)

Coffee break

Lunch break

Programme in Room A

Coffee break

Macroeconomic 

Factors, Height and 

Health

Obesity III

14:30 - 15:30

13:00 - 14:00

16:15 - 17:15

17:30 - 19:30

08:35 - 10:05

10:20 - 12:20

13:20 - 14:20

Coffee break

Trends in Height: 

Europe and West 

Asia

Obesity II
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Saturday, 

Evan Roberts 

(U Minnesota)

Early life conditions, mid-life health and mortality in American women

Carlos Varea/

José Manuel Terán de Frutos 

(Universidad Autónoma de Madrid)

Employment disparities and birth outcome in Spain (2003-2013)

12:45 - 13:00

Alessandro Tarozzi 

(U Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona)

Child Nutritional Status and Inter-generational Transmission of Health: 

Evidence from Indian Migrants in England
Roberto Vélez Grajales 

(Centro de Estudios Espinosa Yglesias)

Heights and Intergenerational Mobility in Mexico (1962-1986): Who is Moving 

Up and Down on the Social Ladder?

14:00 - 15:00

15:00 - 16:00

16:00 - 16:15

Ulrich Woitek 

(U Zürich)

Changes in Mortality in Switzerland, 1870-1910

Vellore Arthi (Oxford) 

Eric B. Schneider (LSE)

The Influence of Early-Life Nutrition and Disease Exposure on Children’s 

Growth and Mortality: Evidence from the Foundling Hospital
17:15 - 17:30

Matthias Blum 

(Belfast U)

WW2 refugees and the transfer of human and health capital to the United 

States, 1940-42
Slawa Rokicki 

(Harvard)

The Long Run Returns to Being Breastfed: Effects on Economic and 

Cognitive Outcomes
Suchit Arora 

(Ohio State U)

On The Time-varying Segments of Aging

Kitae Sohn (Konkuk U) Height Inequality in East and Southeast Asia

19:30 - 19:40 Break

19:40 - 20:10

ab 20:10 

08:00 - 08:30

Rebekka Mumm 

(U Freiburg)

Inequality and Community Effects on Height of Youth

Alexander Moradi 

(Sussex U)

The value of roads: distance to market and the impact of rainfall on children’s 

health in West Africa

10:05 - 10:20

Michael Pammer 

(U Linz)

Childhood diseases in decline: Diphtheria and scarlet fever

Elena Godina 

(Russian U of Physical Education)

Growth and development of Abkhazian children in the context of 

socioeconomic and political changes

Slawomir Koziel/

Aleksandra Gomula 

Decomposition of secular trend in height in children between 1966 and 2002 

in Poland
Bartosz Ogórek 

(Pedagogical U Crakow)

„Talented, but Lazy”. The Socio-economic Status Height and Educational 

Performance of Krakow’s schoolboys in the interwar period
12:20 - 13:20

Daniel Gallardo Albarrán 

(U Groningen)

Public health and the German urban mortality decline (1877-1913)

Frank Lichtenberg 

(Columbia U)

The impact of pharmaceutical innovation on

premature mortality, hospital separations, and cancer survival in Australia
14:20 - 14:30

15:30 - 16:00

Sunday, 16th October 2016

Programme in Room A

Coffee break

11:00 - 11:45

Coffee break

Coffee break

Lunch break

Labor market11:45 - 12:45

Programme in Room A

Social program & Reception

Programme in Room A

Room C - 606

Presentation in Walking (see below)

Coffee break

Lunch break

Programme in Room A

14:30 - 15:30

Coffee break

Inequality

Eastern Europe

Mortality

Nutrition, Education 

and Ageing

13:00 - 14:00

16:15 - 17:15

17:30 - 19:30

08:35 - 10:05

Programme in Room A and B

Public Health

10:20 - 12:20

13:20 - 14:20

Height and 

Inequality



Jessica Baier (U Tübingen)

Gabriele Cappelli (U Autónoma Barcelona) Anthropometric Inequality, Education and Social Capital

Slawomir Koziel/Aleksandra Gomula 

(Polish Academy of Sciences)

Height, weight, and age at menarche as a reflection of socio-economic 

changes – looking for the most sensitive indicator. 

Lisa Martin (U Tübingen)

Daniel Steinberg (U Tübingen)

Presentation in Walking


