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I. The high division (or lord, yabgu)
of the country’s rivers

Or

The main watershed
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In Old Tibetan documents, we find the designation
“The high divide(r) (or lord, yabgu) of the country’s
rivers’ for the country of Zhangzhung, which 1s
roughly equal to ‘The main watershed’. This is,
because three great rivers take their origin in the
vicinity of Mt Kailash.
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These are: the Brahmaputra 1n the east, the Satlej in the
southwest, and the Indus 1n the north. Since all of them
take their origin at or near Mt. Kailash, the latter might
be called the ‘water divider’ or watershed, hence the
Old Tibetan expression.
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In Buddhist texts, however, one can read about a four-
river template. That is, the Karnali is added as a fourth
river and counted as the Ganga. But the real source of

the Ganga 1s to be found much further west.
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Furthermore, the four rivers and the associated animals
are given quite differently in different texts.

For example, the peacock might be located in the north
and the Ganga might be found 1n the west or in the

east. One can actually get quite confused!
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The reason 1s, that Mt Meru and the rivers had been
originally located at quite a different place. Only later

did they get translocated from the original place to
present-day Mpahris or Guge.
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How can I say this? Well, in some pre-Sropbrtsan
Sgampo non-Tibetan Buddhist documents, such as the
report of the Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (ca. 640), one

finds the following scheme (most probably from the
Abhidharmakosa):
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North: Sita (Tarim) Lion
West: Paksu (Oxus) Horse East: Ganga Bull

South: Sindhu (Gilgit-Indus) Elephant
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But there are again inconsistencies: How can the
source of the Sita or Tarim be directly north of the
Kailash? And how can the source of the Ganga be east
of the Kailash?
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North: Lion

West: Paksu (Oxus) Horse East: Bull

South: Sindhu (Gilgit-Indus) Elephant
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It 1s quite apparent that the Ganga does not flow east of
the Kailash, its real sources are west to 1it. Even the
Karnali would not flow 1n 1ts east, but in 1ts south. The

centre of the four rivers would lie somewhere 1n La-
dakh, not to far from Leh. Could 1t be Stok Glacier?
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There 1s no evidence, however, that Mt Meru/ Kailash
was ever located near Leh. Thus, the two rivers of the
north and east must have been known differently in
earlier times.

If one looks at a map, one can see that the Pamirs form
a kind of X, the so called ‘Pamir knot’.



WESTERN
TURKESTAN




SRERRHREHASAFINF ST 8T
AR SRS 1N A

The northeastern arm 1s formed by the Tienshan range,
the southeastern branches are formed by the Kunlun
and the Karakoram-Himalayan ranges, the southwes-
tern arm is formed by the Hinduktish, and the western
and northwestern branches are formed by the Alay
mountains and other smaller chains.
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Between these arms flow four great rivers in approxi-
mately the four cardinal directions: the Tarim (Sita) in
the east, the Sindhu (the source of which was earlier
thought to be in Gilgit) in the south, the Oxus (Amu

Darya) 1n the west, the Jaxartes (Sir Darya) in the
north. Each river flows into a different sea or salt lake.
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The Oxus used to flow 1nto the Caspian Sea through a
course know as Uzboy. Only part of the water reached
the Aral Sea. Somewhat before the left arm turns of from

the present course, there 1s a narrow gorge, known earlier
in Arabic sources also as the ‘Gate of the Lion’s Mouth’.
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The Tarim actually ends up in the Lop Nor, but 1n early
times, people had thought that from this salt lake, the
river would flow underground, below the Kunlun
mountains and would reappear as the Yellow River and
thus end up 1n the Chinese eastern ocean.
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In any case, the original template covered much of the
Aryan, that 1s Indo-Iranian speaking, world, and except
for the Indian section it represented the Iranian world.

The template might have been invented by the Iranian
elites to 1llustrate their claim to ‘universal’ rulership.
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At some time, however, the Ganga became very pre-

cious for the Indians and they conceptualised her in the
place of the Tarim, while the Tarim was conceptualised
in the place of the Jaxartes.



. 1 Sﬂ{\}
B o_f:. Y ’ Lazalinsk Bek-pak-da
: pl'\?;.c‘,:! ; _\._ i L.F'u.mr-” ""’P ¢
U8T-PRT '’ o : K
.ln rov raki Pn,f;‘l. “‘i,e'il X o HEV‘ -
NSCASD,LM v/ pH“ DA R ! ,q‘h, .9 ‘ REM‘EH;"E "HE J_M_ i._“fw!-‘ﬁ‘
rn 1 "‘~-' e
o gunﬂﬂd‘(a f/ (/ T U R K O Nll,xl_(_._‘_\_ 5“"\ ul‘l-ll - _'1 ‘P E;
& PR lurklat.m .= = O x’ nkuuh“"“ =
AMU-DARIA, -1 A M 2 %
* N T kénd /"Pl"ﬂ“"“lax/
Khiva=\z Kyzyl-kun. 5 T —lo— "
' . f:ff.. . -I\ :

e T

— =y

Sno¥WolNs) KHlVA ) "“4;

% Kira- Bukl Ay,
M”\.ilﬂl[ J-\-E’L N L Hl.":l.,-—..-' O
i a .,r""_'
Rooy ten -fffumx o \._ i EA.HI_lﬁ_E‘“"“d =

AFVRE N, |3 A, “Karshi_..

u, |.|._I‘f£'i i ; ) .hu i .
r‘k ; :
o e 152
VB : .
hY \f—v'&l “Lhy o Malmana

Bﬂ.,il'st.mKhuf - &
e ‘ﬂlerat/_f:fﬁ\ﬁ%ﬁ

, B T T e
”" thzm

| . K= A A
/" ud'ﬂn‘ld-“*l A ‘hni.x >3 .;"ﬂl k“}ﬁ, A‘ P-.,,MB
Kgfman e e TSl
A S P tials e LAY ST
—J'h.l"l i= HA%&H 3 gt - .'\-1_66 t "" J‘n\l Q&_E .
* - - \-:‘b"‘- ‘?T?'.' i

DELH arei X
d aBTED .

BampunI' , .

as 2 .
..,k.-M E,’KtH H.'- \yi §
hwu’“ mﬁ W
s '( waﬂ . : ¢ gm

o d[' , o — B ;
3”“ L y 1 A L { 7 L= ST = 1
F( Fo Jm.m.}la,.r t - ; . _33__# ?-,.f-'-k

SKAT — e S g
¥ Rag el Had




NNAR] QAEN TN D EAA
! Sﬂ NC "\TR S R\:

Esv%v q i~ @Rv

I1I: The centre of the world

Zhangzhung of Tibet
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And this lead to a gradual relocation of Meru towards
the east and then to an adaptation to the geographical
situation further east, that 1s, to a replacement of the
rivers. Confusion arose, as one tried to keep the old
river names, but at the same time tried to match these
names with those of the rivers of the new template.
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North: Lion
West: Paksu (Oxus) Horse East: Bull

South: Sindhu (Gilgit-Indus) Elephant
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Same rivers, but the wrong animals (Mdohduis)
Lion >
Horse Bull > Elephant

Elephant > Bull
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Changing rivers I (Rgyalrabs Bongyi hbyungnas).

Naradzana (?)

Siti-Situ (Tarim? Sindhu? Ganga?)
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Gyimsan or Kyimsan represents Chinese Jincheng, a
place near Lanzhou. It is the place up to which the
second Chinese princess to be married to a Tibetan
emperor was escorted, and her Tibetan name was
derived from this place. The upper course of the
Yellow River passes Lanzhou.
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Changing rivers Il (Karmay 1998a: 10)5):
Lion
Ganga Elephant Yellow River Horse

Naradza (?) Peacock
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Changing rivers III (Tise gnasbsad):
Lion
Ganga Elephant

Sindhu Bull



Qc%ﬁv;\,;av NG aﬁv A ;vcivgvmvgyﬁ;.&\rg% i
QFFA| ANFISANIAEAAF TN I QT
AF AW N SR A NN NN FTF A WA FR
A[Ey SV R A WA B QS ] N R MR A

This 1s just the mirror image of the Indian scheme, and
it seems that it 1s based on a drawing for a block print,
where either the person drawing or the wood cutter had
forgotten that when printing, the right and the left side
would be 1nverted.
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The author of the Tise gnasbsad 1s
aware of the mismatch, but tries to explain this by the
assumption that all rivers start in the opposite direction,
but turn round below lake Anavatapta /Manasarowar
which would then push the Sita/Tarim to the south!
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Sindhu

Oxus Anavatapta/
L Manasarowar

Tarim

Ganga
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Sindhu

Anavatapta/

Manasarowar
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Sindhu

Anavatapta/

Manasarowar
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Sindhu

Anavatapta/

Manasarowar
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Tarim Sindhu

Oxus Anavatapta/ . Oxus
Ganga < Ganga

Manasarowar
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There 1s even an explanation for a southern Sita: the
Ganga has been associated with the Sita either directly

or indirectly. In the latter case, the Ganga 1s thought to
branch off into the four major rivers, with Sita being
the eastern-most of them. Needless to say, that even

this concept has been replaced by a concept where the
Ganga branches into five (!) more regional rivers.
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Changing rivers 1V (Bod-Rgya tshigmdzod chenmo!):

Indus Lion

Ganga Elephant Brahmaputra =
(flowing through Mpahris = Satlej)
or Ganga headwaters Peacock
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Changing rivers V (Bod-Rgya English version):

Lion
= Oxus Horse

Sindhu Peacock
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IV. The wandering mountain
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While the rivers keep changing like a whirling
svastika, Mt Meru alias Kailasa left some traces of its
journey to the east:



”1!”\-[ g SR
— %n&w

i M"I'f-‘. i

ﬁl i ;‘.\QIL
Su
Foged

Montealm

o e,
ﬁqypq“u:m rk.ﬁnﬁ";

-}
'/ -'[\l ]‘.\-“

“P L B papics

Dangra-yun-eho

<I°’“

T~ Gwaliges > ¢ e ; : V) '@
' ~ f\r{“ 2 o Paina l- P =5 H Tt"'\'h' ‘i
AL E Lm0 :

g ‘NSEP;:* B 1$p§l- o ‘zz?ge{wnushmmﬁ,
ﬂd“(‘ Y 'J'uh PP —-Bardwan ‘1[‘\

l‘m bﬁ“ g c Bﬂﬁsp;ﬁ-‘ S Uhanlhi‘i’l‘nngar
lm[ T".Up Nﬂép NTF.‘A}’ =
1 BERAR

4

mnﬁw
JONG! Q’
mml. (\ ‘Anhhag
- [!Jul.mng \Ha-tinh
gSh"’“f'ur“""‘

“ A
i x ; ; £ hiengkY an
.-.H\*[SERABA : S ; e ‘ k“
thuagj,., fuv H}'&'B abgdg.,_ e 4 P = L (ﬁﬁg . 1?::5 ToRs
1‘“ n gl Lif~, 2 ‘ : o

%

“[o2 Masulipatam _BA 3= O F

ngole
Ne[[ur




Py
fsh“"‘f’“' —--H\‘l‘.’lEHABA

thnsgj,.f: 2" -H.T&'

“'m

Sergion
]n.j#{-‘x‘\)_’q
= By r?h‘A

L "*ww \.\I

iy ARKR Y
=] Montealn

& .8 g L= g%
,AHLUNG -GanBp®  RUEWRG :i:?lnﬁ?

t\:] 00 foot o,

—(xartok"\\, T L Bz
M ;)anyru Vin-cho

<3 &

3 ﬁasullps.t;un _BA Y OF

ngole

\\“ thhn\_wkl i e

Nel[ur

Vi ;- et
A ST L
ol
. W u\\n 2

wy
?"'QL"J

9 'T_u'l\!“‘u
ning;

=3 = ullllL
be en"- m.. g:-nl}ﬂllg K]\{a tm\\

n—mnf: ; ng,l‘-
(,vﬁ—-"'g ._. 1",\.\

= Ffeko
% "y
;-al' Amg!‘:au‘i' X
M“k_pni.an =
Chmﬂp'"
OK»— - Khnt




ngl‘illlijf_{“ L‘.'_,-v
& LESET

L)

=INV fcdD F o7

553 1874

)L‘I\L vy
nfﬁr

L; bm-eé «AF".“LH

(<]
> 1.4‘". Pu“ﬂln
?‘ Meﬂrut
'-E‘:J

an
2l hupfl
= l\gnﬁa‘% TS-L—=

= Tubaly

et ‘.\ a“ {’(I‘unt )
s 3 =% eh y(F
hof P"',’a pay
=9 ca.ul‘f‘ﬁ"‘ R‘“ —
o DM“":\\ owvi Nb E S

.H\‘ﬁERABA
-H.T Bl’a ads._ 3 ‘ .
S Hore ==
S { Yanaon 2 < .
e llpatam : & REC N ok S BECLy
i Ongole ‘

Nellur

o




fq omm;@g esrq aqwqgggﬁ SN an dar
Wz mgw&ﬂx iR Qq%@” Wz qom IRESHANIAK

esq ﬁ N:;“ﬁ‘& 5 ey Wq aray qzx‘ ' ,‘“'. 'fw.h.;;__ oy
ARG GARRRA RS | /-

=iy R ig et
A Kailash range “lies north-east S @YnCsuErENs”
of Gilgit, south of Hunza, east i
of Punial, the highest peak of which is said to be
Dumani or Rakaposhi” (Dani 1991: 106). Some
Balti scholars at the IALS seminar in Kargil 2005

mentioned a Mt Kailash near Skardo, which may
be the Mustagh pass north of Skardo.
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BRRANE]

least two more mountains in Himachal Pradesh
which bear the name Kailash. One is in Kinnaur,
and the Kinnauris would claim that, of course, their
Kailash is the only true one (Anju Saxena, p.c.).
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mirs, to its eastern end (and along with the moun-

tain, the geographical template of the Pamirs and
the Hindukish, e.g. Gandhara is relocated in Yun-

nan, Zahor in Bengal, Kamariupa in Assam, etc.).
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Finally, a Kelasa is also found in &
Burma/Myanmar. I do not want to preclude that
there 1s also one more Kailash or Meru somewhere
in Indonesia or wherever Hinduism or Buddhism

reached. (One might even expect, in 100 years or
so a new Kailash/Meru somewhere in the U.S.)
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Finally, a Kelasa is also found-ii1 &
Burma/Myanmar. | dofiot want to preclude that
there is also one more Kailash or Meru somewhere
in Indonesia or wherever Hinduism or Buddhism
reached. (One might even expect, in 100 years or
so a new Kailash/Meru somewhere in the U.S.)
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Even 1f the rivers are sorted out correctly, the Tibetan
four-river system 1s much less impressive than the
Pamirian model:
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The four rivers do not flow 1n the cardinal directions and

they do not reach four separate oceans (or salt lakes).

Satlej and Indus both flow roughly westwards and unite
halfway, while Brahmaputra and Ganga both flow east-

wards and eventually unite their deltas. So then, which
one will be the original model?




\ - L
| 0 '}F(wa ;
W\“:haﬂ “ "y ;’}"'L Hukh.t

— = -I’LT

N1

Lx d';_'*--‘

;'"’o
Phcq
<2 A

I 4
‘fuu.td

NdgpiAN- &

> Dﬂl

ND'

-5,

. —

G.of Cutc

Porbanda -

'
=

SUTETOA SR

Eﬁk}-’ﬂk da!a
'.n !'armm- ‘i'hip.ur‘]

‘I’

"urkistan _..,
lashlwnd~" oy

.
Koka

i

\“‘Teu: Nov '

‘:'-.r "'1“£

rrmﬁf“_ =3
.mrt’.m

C Rnrnshm‘ ('—:a

e

P E
Lelmmk \‘:bl s

=X

d . 4-_:- My
?: Kulja
rn;io

Pi;,:";';" .

pon;
it sy

=
wIHR P. “

1§ 4 R

nr;'n_‘g(;, $‘}
p £ P i . -
it g

T (R ngar' '

MU;T AGH A

REGISTAN QU E A
ISTAN,! q-f;ﬂ“r é
Rtk

e

‘jﬁ--pf‘/

g A

oot

= L
ll.l'pur gf{la

O

1%\ -\

> '—

5 €0

_.

ad 3551.

'I

umh-ny Bar

G u ot

o AL |

DufPor"r -....-" p

¥ 1 _
nicatnt !

nlo .l.n aﬁ?, .-‘.
IR&EL&:\\ E\Fﬂ%ﬁﬁ I A%

“p L Bk

& :
= Rxﬂ.&‘uma-mrmn e
=21,000 foot
PO,
-;imrku\i i

hor @0
ﬂﬂMra'HuM

B..k'i"Patmla

1 Meerut

?,
tﬁ‘ﬂ DELHI e ©
nBikmar i t

R!JPU TA NA
lutg

sodhpur
U sﬂpur

Ag

N opfte 17
«Rﬁjgh Ipur; PR

LH o¥
f\’ﬁﬂ Bﬂnspur ¥

= rcHTﬂ#‘L
ar® =Py




:." -.,thi*\ alg ]‘.:‘,-
~Pr;

J_n—'

hul-. I.Ilu... ; |

s — a:-:]lmu
-haul:l <

-u_-m-.-.
"rL.'l

l
Arhuﬁ
E _-J -
1 Iﬂl"l h
Jl i 'I-I‘




Jaxartes

Pakshu/Oxus Sita/Tarim

Sindhu/Gilgit-Indus




Eh A hﬂL"lI’l"l
g o oMaArg _
SSITH t'h |. i

hm;l m

A Tra-kl
.-l"J = .* L-: Huj ' o ] -".'
™ s,

= /o
i -‘&“l?i’ﬂ“m_,_w

o “l'

J :.uumu-f -.hud
_H' llr,ll - ‘J-Tr =

ii{:.th‘ti_ -,..
s Allll‘ilq11|-l

{hne,{;;;‘_% ~ .. =



;Qv% a@smv az—\v

aq'?asm'qr;']

L ar hu.ud
',—-'l'-'

il il = h.-lli. L

1"“'-,, MUSTABH - ia i)
Y fuizgaPad " QAMIRY -
| =% ;

um.hﬂ. ,} ""r' I-H_d]qr

(.t \,LL ﬂ* =y : = adiL
l—! ‘ipl'- 1& ] 'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ" 1tJ'EJ' & '

5 ,#E_«.Pas AWAE K A

R'_Hlt ﬁqﬁf}ﬂ Elrl?-r ‘lji‘ll “-\

' S nu‘lm‘ '-11“"1‘
Even if you s & *’“ =
I

1
don’t believe it




IR BT

ﬂzﬂN E-\SSH

"|hr
[ niar hu.ud
"_.-.l-

il il = h.-lli. L

1"“'-,, MUSTABH - ia i)
Y fuizgaPad " QAMIRY -
| =% ;

um.hﬂ. ,} ""r' I-H_d]qr

l % .ﬁ:‘ -*'} L - .J'I. I‘|rl 1 ’
L i |_1|||,_-._
l—! ‘hl '- 1& ] 'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ" 1tJ'EJ' i .

3 E Pas AWAE K A HM)
- M L_'-:J C
R"Hit S -umzﬂm,lmh-\

N

r R

% = -
'J -1
e
- L)
. L - .—l' .

" 'III P 1 P -
P LN ¥
4/ 2o f 3 J uml‘nu‘ = %‘!:‘4'-1"{‘31\ (NS

Thank you all! "8 BETeR J_J;ﬂ.
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