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Esposito 2012 

18 | PD Dr. Heike Oberlin  © 2014 University of Tuebingen 

Grantha script 
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Vaṭṭēḻuttuˇ 
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1969-71 and 1981: Reforms of the Malayalam script 
പുതിയ ലിപി / putiya lipi – new script 
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Rachana: Unicode TTF font with more than 900 signs  
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Reforms of the Malayalam script 

പുതിയ ലിപി / putiya lipi – new script 

പഴയ ലിപി / paḻaya lipi – old script 

23 | PD Dr. Heike Oberlin  © 2014 University of Tuebingen 

e = ē:  എ / e    –     o = ō: ഒ / o 
introduced about 1870: 
 ഏ / - 
ഓ / / 

Malayalam palm-leaf manuscripts 
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1969-71 and 1981: Reforms of the Malayalam script 
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Reforms of the Malayalam script 

പുതിയ ലിപി / putiya lipi – new script 

പഴയ ലിപി / paḻaya lipi – old script 
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Candrakkala 

either virāma or „half-u“: 

„half-u“: 
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Esposito, Anna Aurelia. 2012. »The 
South Indian Drama Manuscripts«. In: 
Aspects of Manuscript Culture in South 
India. Ed. by Saraju Rath. Leiden: Brill, 
81-97.  

35 | PD Dr. Heike Oberlin  © 2014 University of Tuebingen 

Practical seminar on Malayalam palm-leaf manuscripts 

TRIP 835 
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Pagination I 

decimal numeration system: aṅkapalli 
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Pagination II 

syllabic numerals: akṣarapalli 
na = 1, nna = 2 ! “nannādi” system  
 

1 na ന 2 nna n 3 nya ന2 4 ṣkra  5 jhra 6 hā 

7 gra� 8 pra 9 dre 10 ma 11 ma na 12 ma nna 

20 tha, 30 la, 40 pta, 50 ba, 60 tra, 70 trū, 80 cha, 90 ṇa, 100 ña, 130 ña ña la 
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Pagination II: syllabic numerals / nannādi 

TRV15850A 

na nna nya ṣkra 

ന n ന2 

Pagination I 

decimal numeration system: aṅkapalli 
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Pagination: decimal und syllabic numbers 

TRV 5838 B 

     śrī 1                      2                   3 

[…] 
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Pagination: “śrī” instead on “1” 

TRV 5150 
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Auspicious beginning: 
 

hariḥ śrīgaṇapataye namaḥ avighnam astu  

TRV 3161 

TRV 5838 B 
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Damages of the leaf 
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Text flow, punctuation marks (daṇḍa) 
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śrī or oṃ? 
Special marks in the form of a round flourish  
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Practical seminar on Malayalam palm-leaf manuscripts 

Doubling of words or sentences 
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Writing errors and variant readings  
 

TRV 12356 B, folio 11: 
ku is inserted 
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Writing errors and variant readings  
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e = ē:  എ / e    –     o = ō: ഒ / o 
introduced about 1870: 
 ഏ / - 
ഓ / / 
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ma മ – m with virāma      – anusvāra ം 
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Practical seminar on Malayalam palm-leaf manuscripts 

double consonants after r 
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Particular way of writing Prakrit 

•  anusvāra and nasals in combination with consonants: 
small circle above the preceding consonant or vowel  
(kiṃ dāṇi =                        ) 

•  Geminate consonants: doubling of consonants is indicated by a small 
circle preceding the consonant to be doubled 

(tta = ംത , ddha = ംധ) 

•  e / e in combination with consonants: between the circle indicating 
the doubling of the consonant and the consonant 

•  writing yya:  ം (Prakrit ayya [Sanskrit ārya] = അംഅ) 
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Particular way of writing Prakrit 

TVR 17622 (Mattavilāsaprahasaṇa) 

TRV 12356 B (Pratijñāyaugandharāyaṇa) 
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a- അ,      ā- ആ,    kra ര,    ṣkra 

TRV 17622 B 
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Esposito 2012 

Cover page of the first book printed 
in Malayalam in 1772: 
 
Nasrāṇikaḷ okkakkuṃ ariyeṇṭunna 
saṃkṣepavedārtthaṃ 
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TRV 20514 

Different scribes  
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TRV 20514 
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Colophon: TVM 20469 (Abhiṣekanāṭaka) 

[…] [In the year] kollam 841 (1666 AD) in the month of 
karkkiṭakam (july / august) on the 18th [day],  

[…] kollaṃ 841 ta karkkaṭakañāyiṟa patineṭṭā 
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Colophon: TVM 20469 (Abhiṣekanāṭaka) 

a Wednesday and dvādaśi-day (12th day of the lunar month) in aparapakṣam 
(decreasing moon) with the star makayiram (mārgaśirasam), on this day at 
noon time during pūja (service) in the kūttampalam (temple theatre) of 
Tiruvārppu (Kṛṣṇa-temple near Kōṭṭayam) this writing [of] the play [Cūḍāmaṇi] 
has been completed | It has been written by Rāma | [may it be auspicious] | 

budhanāḻiccayuṃ aparapakṣattil dvādaśiyuṃ makayiravuṃ anna 
uccakka pūja neratta tiruvārppil kūttampalattiṃkalinna eḻati tīrnna 
cūḷāmaṇi nāṭakam | samāptam | rāmalikhitam | śivam astu | 
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Śrīmahābhāratam  

•  Summary (samkṣepam) of the Mahābhārata in 
“Keraḷabhāṣā” 

•  245 folios (missing: 239, 240, 243) in verses (gāna) 
•  Colophon: completed on Wednesday, 9 Mīnam 1047 

> end of April 1872 in Kuṇṭannūr (?) near 
Eṟaṇākuḷam 
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Folio 245 recto = final leaf, line 3: 
 
[…] | iti śrīmahābhārateśatasahasrikāyāṃ saṃhitāyāṃ 
svarggārōhaṇaparvvaṃ kathāsāra saṃkṣepaṃ 
keraḷabhāṣāgānaviśeṣaṃ sārasaṃkṣepaṃ samāptaṃ | 
 
śrīgurucaraṇārapindābhyāṃ namaḥ 
pūtanāmāraṇalabdhavarṇṇakādarōyena pinītadarppaḥ 
yaśodayālaṅkamūrttirapyāl nāthōyadunāmathapā 
raghūṇāṃ | akṣaraṃ yal paribhraṣṭaṃ mātrāhinantuyal 
bhavel kṣantumarhantimpantā sāḥ kasya nāsthivyati 
kramaḥ govindāya mukundāya gopījanavallabhā 
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ya namaḥ śrīvedavyāsāya namaḥ śrīkṛṣṇāya namaḥ 
śrīgovindāya namaḥ śrīgopālāya namaḥ śrībāhulāya 
namaḥ mūkāṃbike śaraṇaṃ namāmi 
 
l | kollaṃ 1047 (“100-1=0” 40 7 = 1047 Kollam = 1872 C.E.) āṃ 
matapañcama varṣaṃ mīnamāsaṃ 9āṃ ? (9. Mīnam =  
approx. 23 April) budhanāḻcayuṃ (Wednesday) 
śuklapakṣaṃ ēkādaśiyuṃ pūccyaṃ nakṣatravuṃ kūṭiya 
śubhadivasaṃ anda 
l/4??? nāḻika pularumpoḷ mīnaṃ rāgikoṇṭa 
kundanūradeśattamāvatta (Kundanūr???? Kuṇṭannūr = 
Kundannoor nearErnakulam (between Tripunithura and Kochi) 
govindan ēḻuti tīrnna śrīmahābhārataṃ pusthakaṃ 
idam | śubham astu | karakṛtamapa 
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rādhaṃ kṣantumarhanti santaḥ vīḻakṣaraṃvaripiṇa? 
kavaḷḷipuḷḷidīrgghāyurartthacilavindṛpi sarggamuṇṭāṃ 
ityādi pusthakam eḻuttil varunu doḻaṃ buddhi bhramā 
l budhajanaṅṅaḷ sahiccukoḷkā | śrīkṛṣṇāya namaḥ 
śrīgovindāya namaḥ śribāhuleya namaḥ 
śrībatarāyaṇāya namaḥ mūkāṃbika tuṇaḥ svasty astu | 
ṅa | 
 

Priv.-Doz. Dr. Heike Oberlin 

Institute of Asian & Oriental Studies, Department of Indology 

Practical seminar on Malayalam palm-leaf manuscripts 
 

 
Paper & Pixel 

International Summer School on Digital Humanities in Indology 


