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Abstract:

In Germany, the active fandom of K-Pop has played a key role in the rise of Hallyu.
With this observation, this study investigates the empowerment of Hallyu fans
empirically through a survey of students in Korean studies in German universities.
The results of the survey propose Hallyu as transformative cultural capital that can
foster fans’ social and economic capital. Fan networks facilitate participation in social
causes such as Black-Life-Matters and Me-Too movements, through which fans’ civic
mindedness can be cultivated. Hallyu experience is further suggested as a stimulator
of fan entrepreneurship. Fans develop entrepreneurial motivation for Korea-related
start-ups through their cultural experience with the Korean Wave. The impact of such
development is not only limited to the empowerment of fans inside Hallyu scenes but
also offers a broader implication for society by effectively representing values of
diversity and equality, as reflected in Hallyu fandom that includes women, youth, and
social minorities.
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