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Abstract:

North Korean films are often analysed regarding their propagandistic content. While

this certainly presents a worthwhile and important issue in the historiography of

North Korean film, a different perspective will be added to the study of DPRK film 

history in this lecture. Point of departure is the observation that North Korean films

like The Flower Girl have been extremely popular with the PR Chinese audience

during the Mao era. Not only the North Korean films but also film songs have

become part of the collective memory of the generation born in the 1950s and

1960s. As at that time, the Chinese audience was used to a similar tradition of film 

making in the framework of socialist realism, their evaluation gives a more

differentiated view on the national characteristics of North Korean film making

within the history of socialist films. 
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