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Three things to take away...

1 Pre-registration of qualitative research is still in its
infancy.

2 Pre-registration has costs and benefits. It’s not for
everyone!

3 Pre-registration encourages the researcher to carefully
reflect and systematically report on their design and
analytical choices, including those made as the study
progresses.



Outline

What is qualitative pre-registration?

Opportunities: Why would I want to do that?

Challenges: Why would I want to do that?

Application: How could that look like?



What is qualitative pre-registration?

6. Researchers have an ethical obligation to facilitate the evaluation of
their evidence based knowledge claims through data access, production
transparency, and analytic transparency so that their work can be
tested or replicated.

(APSA “Guide to Professional Ethics”)

“In this joint statement, leading journals commit to greater data
access and research transparency, and to implementing policies
requiring authors to make as accessible as possible the empirical
foundation and logic of inquiry of evidence-based research.”

(Joint Editor Transparency (JET) Statement)
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What is qualitative pre-registration?

→ Many suggested tools for qualitative research so far focus
on transparency later in the process.

e.g. active citation (Moravcsik 2009), sharing interview
transcripts, field notes, interview appendices (see UK-DA,
Qualitative Data Repository), replication (Becker 2020) etc.

→ Replication is controversial and difficult in qualitative
inference.



What is qualitative pre-registration?

Scholars should not just assert their conclusions, but must also
share their evidence base and explain how conclusions were
reached.

Qualitative empirical inquiry has historically taken a minimalist
approach (different to quantitative research)

Because of immersive concerns.
Because of rights and welfare of participants.

Openness allows scholars to show that a particular piece of
research was well designed and done correctly.



What is qualitative pre-registration?

Scientific fraud (Dougherty 2021)



What is qualitative pre-registration?

“Preregistrations – records made a priori about study
designs and analysis plans and placed in (open) repositories
– are thought to strengthen the credibility and
transparency of research.” (Haven et al. 2020)

→ Exists in various fields, mostly quantitative design-focused,
platforms such as COS/OSF.



What is qualitative pre-registration?

Researchers record designs and intended methodology, etc.
in an electronically searchable and accessible public
database; timestamped and identifiable (possibly gated).

Employed to pre-specify research questions, theories,
hypotheses, variables, data sources, sampling procedures,
survey questions, data analysis procedures, models, etc



What is qualitative pre-registration?

This is less about data transparency, and more about
production transparency, analytic transparency, reliability
and validity.

An early- and mid-stage transparency tool, complementing
others.



Opportunities

1 Encourages the researcher to carefully reflect on
different study aspects and to systematically report on
their design and analysis choices, including those made as
the study progresses.

2 Records about the study design and analysis plan help the
reviewer or user of the study in understanding and
assessing the study’s findings.
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Opportunities

Benefits

Increasing transparency.
Avoiding “fishing” of data and results.
Helping researchers to specify their designs in advance.
Increasing the confidence in results.
Reducing conflicts of interest with policy collaborators.



Opportunities

→ Device for commitment and communication.

→ Distinguishing exploration from testing.



Opportunities

Especially useful for empirical qualitative studies.
Instead of replication → reliability.
Insights into the procedure of qualitative inference.
Credible reference to “surprising” findings.
Increased transparency even in case of sensitive data.



Opportunities

Qualitative pre-registration could be good for:

Hypothesis-testing vs. hypothesis-generating
Case studies
Process tracing
Qualitative interviews or focus groups
Computer-assisted analysis
Mixed methods design



Challenges

“The form is fierce.” (Alex Hartman)



Challenges

“The form is fierce.” (Alex Hartman)



Challenges

The same protocol does not apply across studies.
Too rigorous pre-registration stifles exploration.
Robotic hypothesis-testing.
Full pre-specification is impossible.
Sensitive data.



Challenges

1 Space constraints that hinder full presentation of all steps
in qualitative research.

2 Costs of pre-registering and the right of first usage (of
ideas, designs, etc).

3 Ethical concerns about protecting human subjects.

4 A potential chilling effect of transparency on certain types
of research topics.



Challenges

Can transparency really make fraud impossible?

No. But it can make fraud detectable.



Application: how?

Pre-registration in qualitative research (Haven et al 2020)
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Application: how?

Think about your own project, how would that look like?
Take the template uploaded to the website and ask yourself
how your own future (or current) work would fit the
template.
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Application: how?

Concerns? Questions? Inspirations? Rage?
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