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Educational Background 
 

2012–2019 
 
 

PhD in Political Science (Dr. phil.), summa cum laude 
University of Hamburg und GIGA Hamburg  
 

2004–2012 
 

Magister Artium in Political Science, with distinction  
Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische Hochschule University (RWTH), 
Aachen 

 

2007–2008 Studies at the Autonomous University of Madrid, Spain 
 

  
 Professional Academic Experience 

 

Since 10.2022 Council for sustainable development 
University of Tübingen 

Council to advice the University in issues of sustainability (Beirat für 
nachhaltige Entwicklung) 
 

Since 04.2022 Junior-Professor for Political Struggles in the Global South  
Institute of Political Science, University of Tübingen 
“Global Encounters”-Platform  

 

Since 03.2021 Academic co-presenter, translator, and moderator 
Kulturbüro Grupo Sal, Tübingen  

Events for activists and interested public with indigenous leader Patri-
cia Gualinga of the Kichwa community Sarayaku, Ecuador (Link). 

 

05.2021– 
03.2022 

Associated Researcher 
Free University Berlin 

trAndeS – Postgraduate Program on Sustainable Development and 
Social Inequalities in the Andean Region 

 

04.2020–  
05.2021 

Postdoctoral Lecturer and Researcher  
Chair of Political Science, esp. Global Governance, University of Ham-
burg 

 

09.2020– 
12.2020 

Freelance consultancy 
Academic advisory board, ProjektConsult  

Study ‘Free prior informed consent (FPIC): indigenous peoples’ rights 
in mining in Latin America and Canada’ financed by the German Fed-
eral Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources (BGR).  

 

mailto:Riccarda.Flemmer@uni-tuebingen.de
https://www.grupo-sal.de/freunde/patricia-gualinga/
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04.2019– 
12.2020 

Associated researcher 
GIGA Institute for Latin American Studies, Hamburg 

 

02.2017–
03.2019 

Research fellow and doctoral student 
GIGA Institute for Latin American Studies, Hamburg 
 

01.2016–
01.2017 

Research fellow  
Center for InterAmerican Studies (CIAS), University of Bielefeld 

 

Project ‘The Americas as Space of Entanglements’ German Federal 
Ministry for Education (BMBF, Link). 
 

09.2013–
12.2015 
 

Research fellow and doctoral student 
GIGA Institute for Latin American Studies, Hamburg 

 

Project ‘Prior Consultation, Participation and Conflict Transformation. A 
Comparative Study of Resource Extraction in Bolivia and Peru’ funded 
by the German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF, Link). 

 

2012–2016 Freelance consultancy 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 

 

Annual report ‘Peru: Early Crisis Warning (KIK)’ from 2012–2015, in 
2016 ‘Polit economic Analysis Peru 2016 (PÖK)’. 

 

09.2012–
11.2012 
 

Freelance consultancy 
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ)/ 
German Development Agency (GIZ) 

 

Organised and documented the symposium ‘Prior Consultation in Latin 
America’ with international scholars, Latin American Network on Legal 
Anthropology (RELAJU) in Sucre, Bolivia. 

 

02.2011–
04.2011 
 

Traineeship Defensoría del Pueblo (human rights ombudsperson) in 
Lima, Peru. 
 

12.2010–
02.2011 

Internship German Development Institute (DIE), Bonn. 

  
 Awards and Funding 

 

09.2022 
- 02.2025 

Ministry of Science and Art of Baden Württemberg and University 
of Tübingen, Grant RISC Funding  
Funding for the project “The Transformative Potential of Rights of Na-
ture: Struggeling for Alternatives to Destructive Anthropocentric Develo-
pment“ (PRO-FLEMME-2022-12, 100.000 Euro)  
 

01.2022 
 

Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies e.V. (IASS) 
Fellowship awarded for the IASS focal point Programme on "Social Jus-
tice", declined because of Assistant Professorship at the University of 
Tübingen starting in April 2022. 
 

15.10. –
15.12.2021 

trAndeS, DAAD Binational Postgraduate School 
Virtual writing fellowship at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú 
(PUCP), Lima, Peru. 

 

11.2021 Leibniz Dissertation Award 
Finalist, nominee of the GIGA Institute in the category Leibniz Section B 
(social sciences, economics, geography). 
 
 

  

http://www.uni-bielefeld.de/cias/entangled_americas/
https://bundesstiftung-friedensforschung.de/blog/konsultation-partizipation-und-konflikttransformation-eine-vergleichende-studie-zu-ressourcenabbau-in-bolivien-und-peru/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/universitaet/aktuelles-und-publikationen/attempto-online/newsfullview-attempto/article/von-steuerhinterziehung-zu-den-rechten-der-natur/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/universitaet/aktuelles-und-publikationen/attempto-online/newsfullview-attempto/article/von-steuerhinterziehung-zu-den-rechten-der-natur/
https://uni-tuebingen.de/universitaet/aktuelles-und-publikationen/attempto-online/newsfullview-attempto/article/von-steuerhinterziehung-zu-den-rechten-der-natur/
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11.2018, 
12.2016– 
02.2017 

trAndeS, DAAD Binational Postgraduate School 
Scholarships for research stays at the Pontificia Universidad Católica del 
Perú (PUCP), Lima, Peru. 
 

11.2012– 
09.2013 

University of Hamburg 
Full graduate scholarship from the federal state of Hamburg 
(Landesgraduiertenförderung), until take-up of position at the GIGA. 
 

2013 Springorum-Award, RWTH Aachen University 
Awarded for the excellent Magister thesis ‘Prior Consultation as a Con-
tested Right. Struggles over the Meaning of International Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights in Peru’. 

 

  
 Professional Affiliations 

 

• Council member Amazonia section, Latin American Studies Associa-
tion (LASA), former chair 2020-2022. 
 

• Advisory Board “Anthropocene”, Center of Interamerican Studies 
(CIAS), Universität Bielefeld 
 

• “Temporalities”, thematic group CLACSO 
 

• Advisory Board of the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict 
Research (HIIK) Conflict Barometer  
 

• Deutsche Vereinigung für Politische Wissenschaft (DVPW) 
 

• Environmental Justice Network (EnJust) 
 

• International Association of Inter-American Studies (IAS) 
 

• International Studies Association (ISA) 
 

• Political Ecology Network (POLLEN) 
 

• Multidisciplinary European Network on Indigenous Peoples (EMPI) 
 

  
 
 

Reviewer 
 

• Bulletin of Latin American Research  
 

• Environmental Politics 
 

• Estudios Políticos, Universidad de Antioquia 
 

• Extractive Industries and Society 
 

• Global Constitutionalism 
 

• Journal of Latin American Studies 
 

• Latin American & Caribbean Ethnic Studies 
 

• Society and Natural Resources 
 

• Third World Quarterly 
 

• World Development 
 

 

  

https://amazonialasa.weebly.com/
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Conferences, Talks and Workshops 
2023 

• Invited Lecture: RIFS focal topic year 2023 ‘Justice in Sustainability’ on ‘Rights of Na-
ture and their Transformative Potential for more Sustainable Futures? Struggling for 
Alternatives to Destructive Anthropocentric Development’ RIFS Potdam, 22 May 2023. 

• Convenor: Series of Knowledge Dialogues between Latin America and Europe on the 
Rights of Nature: ‘1° Water-Ríos-Lagunas-Gewässer’, University of Tübingen, 4 May 
2023. 

• Convenor: International Workshop ‘The Transformative Potential of Rights of Nature?’ 
for indigenous and non-indigenous academics and activists, Institute of Political Sci-
ence, University of Tübingen, 20 and 21 January 2023. (Report). 

2022 
• Co-convenor: CIVIS Summer School ‘The Pluriverse: Challenges of Post- Develop-

mentalist Thought for Global South Studies‘, University of Tübingen, 26-30 September 
2022. 

• Keynote lecture: ‘Rights of Nature and their Political Potential for more Sustainable 
Futures’, 10th Brazil Germany Symposium for Sustainable Development: Connecting 
innovation and sustainability - opportunities and challenges after Covid-19, Niteroi - Rio 
de Janeiro, 18-20 September 2022. 

• Inaugural lecture: ‘The Transformative Potential of Rights of Nature: Struggling for Al-
ternatives to Destructive Anthropocentric Development‘ in the Global Encounters Lec-
ture Series, Neue Aula - Großer Senat, University of Tübingen, 26 July 2022. 

• Paper giver “But we need to arrive at a common understanding… The ontological pol-
itics of indigenous prior consultation in the Peruvian Amazon’, Panel ‘Un momento de 
quiebre en los Andes? Contribuciones para explicar las crisis institucionales’ organizeb 
by Bettina Schorr (Freie Universität Berlin) and Gerado Damonte (Pontificia Univer-
sidad Católica del Perú), 40th International Congress of the Latin American Studies 
Association (LASA) in San Francisco, USA/ online, 5– 8 May 2022. 

• Discussant: Panel ‘Community, Women and Indigenous Resistance to Extractivism’, 
organized by Katia Yoza-Mitsuishi (Rutgers University), chair: Diana Córdoba (Assis-
tant Professor, Queen’s University), 40th International Congress of the Latin American 
Studies Association (LASA) in San Francisco, USA/ online, 5– 8 May 2022. 

• Chair: Roundtable ‘Defensores ambientales en la Amazonía peruana: avances y retos’, 
organized by Rocío Ferreira (DePaul University) and Deborah Delgado (Pontificia Uni-
versidad Católica del Perú), 40th International Congress of the Latin American Studies 
Association (LASA) in San Francisco, USA/ online, 5– 8 May 2022. 

 
2021 

• Invited talk: ‘The Contested Meaning of Prior Consultation and FPIC. Indigenous 
Grassroots and the Politics of Translating Rights in Struggles over Resources in the 
Peruvian Amazon‘, Workshop ‘Politics of Indigenous Participatory Rights’, Prof. Martin 
Papillon, Université de Montréal, Canada, 12 November 2021. (Postponed from 2020 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic). 

• Paper giver: ‘Between Words and Worlds: Indigenous Interpreters in the “Ontological 
Politics” of Prior Consultation about Hydrocarbon Extraction in Peruvian Amazonia’, 
part of the panel ‘One Amazonia, Many Ontologies: Interculturality and Crisis’, 39th 
International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in 

https://www.rifs-potsdam.de/en/focal-topic/justice-in-sustainability
https://uni-tuebingen.de/securedl/sdl-eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpYXQiOjE2ODQ0ODgwNzIsImV4cCI6MTY4NDU3ODA3MSwidXNlciI6MCwiZ3JvdXBzIjpbMCwtMV0sImZpbGUiOiJmaWxlYWRtaW5cL1VuaV9UdWViaW5nZW5cL0Zha3VsdGFldGVuXC9XaVNvXC9Qb2xcL0xlaHJlbmRlXC9GbGVtbWVyXC9CaWxkZXJcLzIwMjMtMDVfV2F0ZXJfRGlhbG9ndWVfRXh0ZXJuX01hcnlsaW4ucGRmIiwicGFnZSI6MjI4NjM0fQ.C8KJN6rRGYszTOR8kh_-X9hETvc0-z2fPdG-fwJ3uik/2023-05_Water_Dialogue_Extern_Marylin.pdf
https://uni-tuebingen.de/securedl/sdl-eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpYXQiOjE2ODQ0ODgwNzIsImV4cCI6MTY4NDU3ODA3MSwidXNlciI6MCwiZ3JvdXBzIjpbMCwtMV0sImZpbGUiOiJmaWxlYWRtaW5cL1VuaV9UdWViaW5nZW5cL0Zha3VsdGFldGVuXC9XaVNvXC9Qb2xcL0xlaHJlbmRlXC9GbGVtbWVyXC9Eb2t1bWVudGVcL1JvTl9SZXNlYXJjaF9VbmlUVUItV1NfVHJhbnNmb3JtYXRpdmVfUG90ZW50aWFsX29mX1JvTl9KYW4yMDIzX1JlcG9ydDE1MDMyMDIzX2ZpbmFsS2wucGRmIiwicGFnZSI6MjI4NjM0fQ.yI_y_UsUNyYgo7U_5GLwAFNCNMqHKlzzXcLvZevhAQU/RoN_Research_UniTUB-WS_Transformative_Potential_of_RoN_Jan2023_Report15032023_finalKl.pdf
https://civis.eu/en/civis-courses/the-pluriverse-challenges-of-post-developmentalist-thought-for-global-south-studies
https://civis.eu/en/civis-courses/the-pluriverse-challenges-of-post-developmentalist-thought-for-global-south-studies
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Vancouver, Canada/ online, 26–29 May 2021. (Postponed from 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic) 

• Session organiser: Panel ‘A Plurality of Practices: Urgent Approaches to Amazonia’, 
39th International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in Van-
couver, Canada/ online, 26–29 May 2021.  

• Invited talk: ‘Las promesas incumplidas de la consulta previa: Pueblos indígenas, de-
sarrollo sostenibel y desigualdades‘, seminar ‘Desarrollo sostenible y desigualdades 
sociales en la región andina: conceptos, mecanismos y desafios’, Freie Universität 
Berlin, Germany/ online, 19 January 2021.  
 

2020 
• Workshop organiser and discussant: Die “Politics of Scale” in der deutschsprachigen 

Politikwissenschaft, financed by the HSFK/Uni Frankfurt, IFSH, Universität Hamburg 
und GIGA Hamburg, Germany/ online, 19 and 20 November 2020. 

• Invited talk: ‘Walking on a Tightrope: Two Perspectives on Consent (FPIC) and Social 
Cohesion’ with Charlotte Schumann (FU Berlin) at the project workshop ‘Social Cohe-
sion and Tipping Points: Perspectives, Approaches and the Way Forward‘ Workshop 
PRODIGY project, Friedensakademie Rheinland-Pfalz und Freie Universität Berlin, 
Berlin, 21 August 2020. 

• Session organiser and paper giver: ‘Between words and worlds: Interpreting in onto-
logical conflicts about forestry legislation and hydrocarbon extraction in the Peruvian 
Amazon’, part of the co-organised double session ‘Comparative perspective(s) on on-
tological conflicts in extractivism, conservation and development - Part 1 and 2’ (P003-
F1/2) Third Biennial Conference of the Political Ecology Network (POLLEN), Brighton, 
UK/ online, 24–26 June 2020.  

• Paper giver ‘The Politics of Translation in Global IR: Lessons from Struggles over 
Recognition in Latin America’, part of the panel ‘The Contributions of IR Researchers 
from the Global South’, 61st ISA Annual Convention in Honolulu, Hawaii/ USA, 25–28 
March 2020. (Cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic) 

• Participant in the Conference ‘Translation in/of World Politics: Language, Practices, 
Power’, Prof. Felix Berenskötter/ BISA Interpretivism in International Relations Working 
Group, SOAS University of London, UK, 17–18 January 2020. 

 
2019 

• Invited talk ‘Potentials and Pitfalls of Indigenous FPIC (Free, Prior And Informed Con-
sent)’, part of the COP-Side Event ‘Telling the wood from the trees: Climate change 
and human rights in forest conservation’, UN Climate Change Conference, Deutsches 
Institut für Entwicklungspolitik (DIE) in Bonn, Germany, 18 June 2019. 

• Paper giver ‘The Contested Meaning of Prior Consultation and FPIC. Indigenous 
Grassroots and the Politics of Translating Rights in Struggles over Resources in the 
Peruvian Amazon’, part of the panel ‘The Politics of FPIC in Latin America: Compara-
tive Perspectives’, 37th International Congress of the Latin American Studies Associa-
tion (LASA) in Boston, USA, 24–27 May 2019. 

2018 
• Paper giver ‘Struggling for Alternatives to Resources Extraction:Indigenous Grassroots 

and Sustainable Development in the Kemito Ene Cooperative of the Asháninka in 
Peru’, trAndeS Spring School on ‘Social Inequalities and Sustainable Development: 
Local – National – Global tensions in Andean Territories’ in Lima, Peru, 29 October–02 
November 2018. 
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• Paper giver ‘Luchas de pueblos indígenas, académicos y las ‘políticas de la traduc-
ción’’, Primer foro de pensamiento crítico, Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias So-
ciales (CLACSO) in Buenos Aires, Argentinien, 19–23 November 2018. 

• Invited comment on ‘Grounded Normative Theory: Political Theorizing with Those Who 
Struggle’ by Brooke Ackerly, Luis Cabrera, Fonna Forman, Genevieve Fuji Johnson, 
Chris Tenove, Antje Wiener; part of the panel ‘The Global IR Project’, General Confer-
ence European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) in Hamburg, 22–25 August 
2018. 

• Paper giver ‘Prior Consultation as an Opportunity: Frontier Negotiations, Grassroots 
Contestation, and Intercultural Politics in Peru’, part of the panel ‘What do contentious 
politics tell us about power? Resource frontiers and the reconfiguration of society’, 36th 
International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in Barcelona, 
Spain, 26–29 May 2018. 

 
2017 

• Invited talk ‘Indigenous Environmental Justice and Climate Change in Latin America’ 
with indigenous leader Ruth Buendía (Central Asháninka del Río Ene–CARE, Peru), 
Workshop, University of Stockholm, Sweden, 29 November–02 December 2017. 

• Invited lecture ‘Derechos de Pueblos Indigenas y la Extracción de Recursos en la Ama-
zonía Peruana’ with indigenous leader Ruth Buendía (Central Asháninka del Río Ene–
CARE, Peru), Ciclo de conferencia de trAndeS en el semestre de invierno 2017/18: 
Desigualdades sociales y desarrollo sostenible en la región andina, Freie Universität 
Berlin, 23 November 2017. 

• Talk for activists and public ‘Indigene Selbstbestimmung und Fairer Handel – Ruth 
Buendía zu Gast in der W3’, academic co-presenter, interpreter und moderator, 
http://hamburgmalfair.de/, Werkstatt 3, Hamburg, 20 November 2017. 

2016 
• Session organiser and paper giver ‘Missing the Middle in Prior Consultations: Cultural 

Differences and the Absence of Intermediaries in the Peruvian Amazon’, part of the co-
organised panel ‘Localizing Prior Consultation in the Americas’, IV Biennial Conference 
of the International Association of Inter-American Studies ‘Human Rights in the Ameri-
cas’ (IAS) in Santa Barbara, USA, 04–06 October 2016. 

• Session organiser and paper giver ‘State strategies to undermine community re-
sistance: Analyzing public participation about hydrocarbon projects in the Peruvian Am-
azon (2007-2012)’, with Dr Almut Schilling-Vacaflor and Anna Hujber, part of the co-
organised panel ‘Conflict and Cooptation in Political Ecology. Discursive Strategies and 
Material Practices within Ecological Struggles in Latin America’, First Bianual Confer-
ence of the Political Ecology Network (POLLEN): Political Ecologies of Conflict, Capi-
talism and Contestation (PE-3C) in Wageningen, Netherlands, 07–09 July 2016. 

• Paper giver ‘Visibilizing the Roots of Socio-environmental Conflict: A Systematic Anal-
ysis of Contention about Hydrocarbon Projects in the Peruvian Amazon” (with Anna 
Hujber, Universität Hamburg), 34th International Congress of the Latin American Stud-
ies Association (LASA) in New York, USA, 27–30 May 2016. 

• Paper giver ‘Lost in Translation: Complexities of Intercultural Dialogue and the Absence 
of Intermediaries in Prior Consultations in the Peruvian Amazon’, Seventh Multidiscipli-
nary Meeting on Indigenous Peoples (EMPI VII) on ‘Indigenous Peoples & Inequalities: 
Between Socio-Economic Growth and Crisis’ in Mailand, Italy, 12–13 May 2016. 

• Invited talk ‘Unfullfilled Promises of the Consultation Approach. Limitations to Effective 
Participation in Peru‘s First Hydrocarbon Consultations’, Seminar ‘America indigena e 
stati nazionali: temi e problem’ of the International Americanist Association of Italy, Uni-
versität Padua, Italy, 11 May 2016. 
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2015 
• Paper giver ‘The wrong kind of right? First state-led prior consultations in the Peruvian 

Amazon from the perspective of critical legal pluralism’, part of the co-organised panel 
‘Prior Consultation in Latin America, Rechtsoziologentagung ‘Die Versprechungen des 
Rechts’, Berlin 09–11 September 2015. 

• Paper giver ‘Democratizing Natural Resource Governance: Exploring Pitfalls and Po-
tential for Citizen Participation and Prior Consultation in Peru’ (with Ana Estefanía Kim, 
Ohio State University), Eighth Congress of the Latin-American Association for Political 
Science (ALACIP) in Lima, Peru 22–24 July 2015. 

• Organiser and presenter final project workshop DSF project ‘Consultation, Participation 
and Conflict. A Comparative Study on Bolivia and Peru’ with international participants 
from academia, indigenous and state entities. 

• Session organiser and paper giver ‘El derecho controversial de consulta previa. Una 
perspectiva desde el pluralismo jurídico crítico de las primeras consultas liderados por 
el Estado en la Amazonía Peruana’, part of the co-organised double panel ‘Mecanis-
mos de participación en la gobernanza ambiental’, 33rd International Congress of the 
Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in San Juan, Puerto Rico 27–30 May 2015. 

• Paper giver ‘Room for diversity? First state-led prior consultations in the Peruvian Am-
azon from the perspective of critical legal pluralism’, Sixth Multidisciplinary Meeting On 
Indigenous Peoples (EMPI) on ‘Tensions and opportunities generated by the inter-re-
lation between indigenous and non-indigenous views” in Gent, Belgium, 10–11 June 
2015. 

2014 
• Paper giver ‘Challenging the Routine in Peru’s Hydrocarbon Sector – the Potential of 

Prior Consultations, Indigenous Mobilizations, and Conflicts for Change’, International 
Conference of the International Sociological Association in Yokohama, Japan, 13–17 
July 2014. 

• Paper giver ‘Konfliktreiche Konsultationen – Die Praxis der ‚consulta previa‘ in den Öl- 
und Gassektoren Perus und Boliviens’ (with Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor and Dr. Anne-
gret Mähler), Jahrestagung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutsche Lateinameri-
kaforschung (ADLAF) in Berlin, 26–28 June 2014. 

• Paper giver ‘Understanding the Consultation – Conflict Link. Lessons from Bolivia’s 
Gas and Oil Sector’ (with Dr. Almut Schilling-Vacaflor), part of the panel ‘Prior Consul-
tations as a Solution to Socio-Environmental Conflicts?’, 32nd International Congress 
of the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) in Chicago, USA, 21– 24 May 2014. 

2012 
• Organiser and participant of an international experts’ symposium on prior consultation, 

VIII. RELAJU Congress 24–26 October 2012 in Sucre, Bolivia, documentation of results 
for the German Development Agency (GIZ) 
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