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Abstract:

Choson scholars had various approaches to the problem of advancing and
retiring from public service, based on the socio-political context, personal
history and ideological convictions. While some scholars dedicated their
entire lives to the public service, others chose alternative ways of doing their
Confucian duty when associating themselves with the government was not
desirable, such as retiring into private academies and teaching or studying
Confucian classics. There was a third approach, that of scholars who refused
to participate in public service, choosing instead the way of eremitism as a
means of following the proper Confucian path. This study will look at the
reasons which prompted scholars in the first half of Choson to retire
repeatedly or to refuse to serve as state officials, and the ethical theories and
models they used in order justify their choices.
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