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Abstract:

The military revolt of the year 1170 not only constituted a caesura in the history
of the Koryo dynasty (918-1392), but it also marked a decisive turning-point in
the lives of many literati and civil-officials of the era. While some intellectuals
met disaster and were continuously marginalized, others subsequently thrived,
pursuing illustrious official careers in the decades that followed. In this talk |
will focus on two prominent young figures of the age: Misu Yi Illo and Kiji Im
Ch’un, two friends of similar backgrounds whose lives in the post-coup era
developed in dramatically different directions. On the basis of selected extant
writings, particularly from P’ahan chip and Soha chip, | mean to discuss the
two scholar’s relationship to each other, the way they viewed their lives and
times, as well as the questions as to how they positioned themselves vis-a-vis
the prevailing system(s) of military rule and how their writings and collections
may be read as literature of dissent.
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