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Kriti-SAMHITA: The Plurality of Indian Knowledge Systems

Malayalam Digital Archives: The Gundert Portal at Tiibingen University and
Granthappura (Kerala Digital Archive)

Speakers: Heike Oberlin (TUbingen University, Germany) and Shju Alex (Indic Digital
Archive Foundation)
Chair: Sudha Gopalakrishnan, Executive Director, IIC-International Research Division

Prof. Dr. Heike Oberlin is Head of the Dept. of Indology at Tiibingen University,
Germany. In 1995-2001 she studied Katiyattam and Nannyar Kattu at Kerala
Kalamandalam, and gained her PhD in 2004 at Wirzburg University with an award-
winning work on the subject. Her research focus is on Kerala, Malayalam language and
literature and performance studies. In 2012-2016 she together with David Shulman led an
international project on Katiyattam. In 2015, in cooperation with the Thunchath
Ezhuthachan Malayalam University (Tirur), she established the ‘Gundert Chair’ for
Malayalam at Tubingen.

Shiju Alex is Senior Technical Writer with ABB Robotics in Bangalore. He spends his free
time in digital archiving activities as a volunteer. He is one of the directors of the newly
founded, non-profit organization ‘Indic Digital Archive Foundation’.

Saturday, 26 November 2022 at 6.30 pm

Heike Oberlin and Shiju Alex will introduce the open source, online databases ‘Gundert
Portal’ and ‘Granthappura’ (((VNOQ3(0 | Kerala Digital Archive), presenting their history
and relationship and demonstrating their use through examples. ‘Granthappura’ was started
in 2009 by Shiju Alex as a volunteer-driven digitization project. In June 2022 it became part
of the ‘Indic Digital Archive Foundation’, a non-profit organization for the digitization of Indic-
language documents. Granthappura’ has a constantly growing collection of 2500+ digitized
artefacts related to Kerala, among them the first Malayalam printed book and first
Malayalam dictionary. In 2012-13 Granthappura volunteers approached Heike Oberlin with
a request to digitize the Kerala documents at Tubingen’s University library, in particular
Hermann Gundert's legacy. Thus started a digitization project funded by the German
Research Foundation (DFG) in 2016-18, that resulted in the ‘Gundert Portal’, an open
source database run by the University Library of Tlbingen. It contains printed and
lithographed books, manuscripts and pamphlets, mainly in Malayalam, but also in other
South Indian languages. About 137,000 pages from 849 titles have been digitized, including
more than 140 manuscripts (also palm leaf). Nearly 24,000 pages were transcribed
into machine-readable Malayalam script by Indian collaborators coordinated by Shiju Alex.

Seventh in a series of lectures organised by IIC-International Research Division with the
support of Ministry of External Affairs

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Af5ErfQ_TtuKhhiinhumEg

https://youtu.be/Ix8iScTkzcY
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