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ERC Consolidator Grant for Thorsten Stafforst

€1.8m for research into artificial riboproteins

TlUbingen, 24 March 2015

The European Research Council has granted Dr. Thorsten Stafforst of the
Interfaculty Institute of Biochemistry €1.8m over five years to pursue the
project “Site-directed RNA Editing to Manipulate RNA and Protein
Function” (RNArepair) Stafforst’'s working group is taking a new approach
to forming artificial riboproteins in living cells. Riboproteins make it
possible to alter genetic information in a targeted way by chemically
modifying selected RNA molecules.

The resulting artificial riboproteins can be used in many areas of basic
research in the life sciences: By targeted alteration of RNA, researchers
can create mutations in individual genes. This “RNA editing” enables
more detailed study of certain diseases and may make it possible to
tackle genetic conditions at the root cause. It can also be used as a tool
for manipulating general protein functions and RNA processing - for
instance, localizing various proteins within cells. The ERC grant will help
the TUbingen researchers to develop tailor-made tools for various
applications.

Dr. Thorsten Stafforst (born 1978) studied Chemistry in Géttingen, where
he completed his doctorate in Bioorganic Chemistry. He conducted

postdoc research at the ETH Zirich before coming to Tibingen in 2011 to
head his junior research group at the Interfaculty Institute of Biochemistry.

The ERC Consolidator Grant supports experienced junior researchers in
building a research team and establishing an independent career. The
aim is to support promising researchers and to promote new ideas in their
fields of research. Each successful project is granted up to €2m over a
maximum of five years.
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