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Are Korean Women Shaman, mudang, feminist?

January 24, 2024

Professor Antonio J. Domenech is Professor in the Area of East
Asian Studies-Korean Studies, University of Malaga. He is also
the coordinator of the Degree in Asian Studies-Korea Studies
(UMA) and the Director of the Korean Office at the University
of Malaga. He has held the position as principal investigator of
the AKS project: “Path to Equality: Korean Studies Network on
Inclusiveness.” As an anthropologist and historian of East Asian
religions, he has been a researcher for Overseas Historical
Materials of the National Institute of Korean History and also
translated a variety of works on Korean thought, culture, and art.
In 2017, for his remarkable contribution to Korean studies, he
has been awarded with the “Order of Cultural Merit ‘Hwagwan’”
by the President of the Republic of Korea and 5th LTI Korea
Outstanding Service Award by LTI Korea.

This lecture starts with the questions “What is the relationship between Korean Women
Shamans and feminism?”, “Do shamans work actively for gender equality?” and “Did
shamans play an active role in women’s liberation from a patriarchal society?” While
answering these questions, it will deal with the topic of Korean women shaman and their
role as “feminists” in Korean society. It will discuss if mudangs through their role among
Korean women and their rituals have contributed to the creation of a more equal and
inclusive society. In the end, it will discuss how Korean shamans have contributed to the
development of a feminist spirituality.
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