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(Reference information in English) *Please note this course is conducted in Japanese.

Europe has suffered the tragedy of war many times over the centuries. In particular, in the
modern era, the main conflicts have been between France and Germany.

The European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC), established in 1952 was the starting point for
the present EU. It was found in the wake of the Schuman Declaration (link is external) of 1950,
which advocated the creation of a supranational European organisation.

This lecture will give abird s-eye view of the major European countries, review the EU as a
regional wunion with 27 member states and over 400 million people, and explain the
characteristics and current status of the EU beyond the various histories, cultures and social
structures of each country and region through visualisations based on various data.

In particular, the lecture will focus on issues such as what the EU is, how it has developed
and what cultural and social meanings it has.
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