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Will Korea Become an Immigration Country and a Multicultural 
Society? - Trends in International Migration and Challenges to a 

Multicultural Society

Abstract
Large-scale international migration to Korea began in the early 1990s and continued to increase until 
recently. The population of an immigrant background accounts for 4% of the total population, rapidly 
transforming Korea into an immigrant society. The largest group of immigrants is migrant workers, 
followed by marriage migrants and international students.
Although Korea is changing demographically into a multi-ethnic society, Korean laws and systems have not 
changed in the direction of accepting immigrants as equal members of society. And many Koreans still insist 
on the idea of a single ethnicity and a single culture, so they are unwilling to recognize migrants as actual 
members of society and live together. It is inevitable and only a matter of time for Korea to become an 
immigration country and a multicultural society. What we need to ask at this point is not whether Korea will 
become an immigration country or a multicultural society, but how to make it a more desirable and 
well-functioning immigration country where cultural diversity is respected and recognized as an asset.
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