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¢ Abstracts

Andassova, Maral (Waseda University, Tokyo)

“The Emperors in the Kojiki: In the Context of their Relation-
ships with the Local Deities”

The Kojiki and Nihon shoki manuscripts were compiled by the Impe-
rial Court in the early eighth century and present a cycle of myths on
how the descendants of Amaterasu became rulers of the Land.
However, the way each of these manuscripts depicts the relation-
ships between the emperors and local deities is different.

Firstly, in the Kojiki, the main deity of the Izumo region, Onamu-
chi, is described as the Great Master of the Land (Okuninushi), who
was worshipped by the heavenly deities. Furthermore, Emperor Sui-
nin sent his son, Homuchiwake, to Izumo to worship Onamuchi in
order to remove a curse placed upon him. Conversely, the Nihon
shoki describes Onamuchi as a deity submissive to Amaterasu and
doesn’t include the story of Homuchiwake's trip to Izumo.

These events make clear that the relationship between the em-
peror, his ancestors, and regional deities is described differently in
these two manuscripts: In the Kojiki the emperors worshipped local
deities and used their savage powers to protect themselves, but in
the Nihon shoki the emperors simply subdued provincial deities
demonstrating their absolute power.

This presentation will feature a discussion on the meaning of
these differences, and the peculiarities of the emperor in the Kojiki
will be assessed through the analysis of relationships with regional
deities. These differences are closely related to the messages which
each text conveys to the reader. The Nihon shoki clearly adheres to
the philosophy of the Ritsuryd state and is based on the ideas of
ancient Chinese statehood, wherein the emperor was considered a
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divine entity from Heaven wielding absolute power. In contrast, the
Kojiki describes “the local ruling families or clans (g6zoku)” as not
absolutely submissive to the emperor but as having to provide mu-
tual approval to the emperor’s decisions.

Antoni, Klaus (University of Tubingen)

“Sacred Calendar, Linear Chronology, and the Jinmu Tenno
Myth”

Those who delve into the study of Japanese pre- and early history
will soon discover the existence of several distinct and conflicting
systems of linear chronology associated with this subject. On the
one hand, we encounter the insights provided by the historical sci-
ences, which offer a chronological framework for organizing human
settlement on the Japanese islands. This framework is constructed
through the examination of archaeological evidence and the analy-
sis of early historical periods.

However, this scientific understanding of early history stands in
stark contrast to another system that continues to exert influence,
even in contemporary Japan, albeit in a more symbolic and religious
sense. This alternative view of history does not rely on archaeologi-
cal findings or historical artifacts; instead, it draws from written pri-
mary sources, namely the Kojiki and Nihon shoki, which present
mythical narratives tracing the origins of the world to the establish-
ment of the Japanese state. These narratives place particular em-
phasis on ‘Emperor Jinmu,’ also known as Kamu Yamato lwarehiko.
This mythical perspective on history played a crucial role in estab-
lishing the historical legitimacy of the imperial system, especially
during the modern era after 1868. According to this conceptualiza-
tion of history, the mytho-historical starting point is determined by a
specific founding year of the Empire, corresponding to 660 BCE in
the Western calendar.



The process of selecting and sacralizing this date carries significant
weight within the broader context of the political mythology sur-
rounding ‘Emperor Jinmu.’ Thus, the purpose of my talk is to explore
the origins of this date and delve into the underlying reasons for des-
ignating it as the exact starting point of the empire’s history. Through
a comparative textual analysis, we will uncover an unexpectedly in-
ternational dimension associated with this foundational date.

Arokay, Judit (Heidelberg University)

“The Search for the Original Language of the Myths: The Ques-
tion of the Spoken and the Written Word”

In the controversy over how to understand the ancient myths, the
search for the “original” language was an important issue. Nativists
in the eighteenth century tried to reconstruct not only the original
meaning but also the original reading of the ancient Japanese myths
and had a tendency to devalue (Chinese) writing and venerate the
spoken language. In their search for the authentic language they
believed to be behind the sacred myths, the ancient poetic language
seemed to be a solution because it most faithfully preserved the spo-
ken language. In my talk, | would like to present some of their argu-
ments, focusing on the dichotomy between the spoken and the writ-
ten.



Dolkovski, Julia (University of Tubingen)

“Japan’s Two shinwa no furusato: Regional Identity and Tour-
ism Based on Mythology in Shimane and Miyazaki”

The two modern-day prefectures of Shimane and Miyazaki feature
prominently in the myths of Kojiki and Nihon Shoki, so much so that
two of the three main traditions present in these texts are attributed
to them: The Izumo myths and the Himuka myths. However, the fo-
cal points of both mythologies remain remote places. Takachihd in
Miyazaki prefecture on the one hand is hidden deep in the moun-
tains of Kylshi and can only be reached by bus or car. Shimane on
the other is often labeled as part of ura nihon, the backside of Japan.

In order to prove themselves as viable tourist destinations, both
prefectures source from their supposed mythological origins and re-
fer to themselves as shinwa no kuni or shinwa no furusato. Shrines
feature prominently on the tourism websites of individual cities as
well as of the regions at large. Well-known stories, too, are pre-
sented as arguments for the legitimacy or spiritual significance of
certain sites.

Based on a research trip to both prefectures in September and
October 2023, this paper will discuss how Shimane and Miyazaki
construct their own regional identity based on several works of my-
thology and how this is in turn used to position the regions as places
worth traveling to. It will be argued that this way of using selected
texts as the basis for such a regional identity is part of the process
of sacralization while opting to leave out or relativize other texts
could be seen as a desacralization.



Felt, Matthieu (University of Florida, Gainesville)
“Rethinking Motoori Norinaga and Nihon shoki’

One oft-repeated refrain of early modern kokugaku scholarship is
that kokugaku gave special status to ancient texts presumed to be
written in vernacular Japanese, notably the Kojiki and the
Man’yésha, at the expense of texts presumed to be in literary Sinitic,
such as the Nihon shoki. The Kojiki and Man’y6shi also happen to
be the focal points of research by several of the most notable koku-
gaku scholars of early modern Japan, including Kamo no Mabuchi
and Motoori Norinaga.

This presentation will argue not only that kokugaku in the eight-
eenth century was hardly limited to works purportedly written in the
Japanese vernacular, but also that Norinaga himself had a much
more complex relationship with the Nihon shoki than contemporary
assessments of kokugaku permit. A close reading of Norinaga’s
commentary on the Kojiki, the Kojiki-den, reveals that explanations
that Norinaga favored the Kojiki and rejected the Nihon shoki due to
the Sinitic nature of the latter text are overly reductive. A thorough
reading of the Kojiki-den and a more nuanced grasp of Norinaga’s
semiotic theory reveal that Norinaga was in fact a close and avid
reader of the Nihon shoki, that the text was indispensable to his ex-
egetical work on the Kojiki, and that his critique of the so-called “Chi-
nese mind” (kara gokoro) was directed at an acquired interpretive
framework and ontological orientation associated with the Suika sect
of Shinto. Accurately assessing Norinaga’s evaluation of the Nihon
shoki is critical for both understanding the true nature of early mod-
ern kokugaku and for properly historicizing the Meiji period canoni-
zation of both the Kojiki and Norinaga.



Hirafuji, Kikuko (Kokugakuin University, Tokyo)
“Kojiki Myth and the Jomon Period”

The Jomon period is one of the historical divisions in Japan. It was
a hunter-gatherer era that lasted from around 14,000 BCE to the 4™
century BCE. During this period, many clay figurines and pottery
were created, which are now considered the origins of Japanese art.
The categorization of this period as the Jomon period is a relatively
new development in Japan, adopted after World War Il. Prior to that,
history in Japan was narrated based on the Kojiki and Nihon Shoki,
and the ancient times were referred to as the “Age of the Gods” or
“kamiyo.” Therefore, it was challenging to discuss periods older than
the Kofun period, which occurred around the 5" century.

After World War I, as research on the Jomon period gained
momentum, interesting theories emerged regarding Jomon clay fig-
urines. One such theory compared the fragmented clay figurines
found in archaeological excavations with the myths of Ogetsuhime
in the Kojiki and Ukemochi in the Nihon shoki, suggesting the exist-
ence of deities in Jomon that could be traced back to the mythology
in these texts. It would serve to emphasize the ancientness of Jap-
anese deities.

Philosopher Umehara Takeshi, who was active in the 1980s,
began to develop the theory of Jomon culture. This theory argued
that Jomon culture is the foundational culture of Japan. Umehara
referred to Jomon culture as the “oldest culture in the world” and
stated that during the Jomon period, there undoubtedly existed a
“religiously advanced culture.” This ideology aimed to promote Ja-
pan’s strengths by praising JOmon culture. The theory linking Jomon
clay figurines with goddesses in Japanese mythology became inter-
twined with such discourse.

This paper examines the comparison between Jomon clay fig-
urines and the myths in the Kojiki and Nihon shoki, exploring the
relationship between post-war Japanese nationalism, the Jomon pe-
riod, and mythology.
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Isomae, Jun'ichi (Nichibunken Institute, Kyoto)

“Return from the Dead’s Land: Post-colonial Mythology of the
Fukushima Nuclear Disaster”

The Northeast Japan Disaster resulted in a significant number of
casualties, approximately 18,000 deaths. The explosion at Fuku-
shima Nuclear Plant No. 1 led to a massive influx of refugees, with
over 30,000 individuals still displaced (limited to outside Fukushima
prefecture). Consequently, they have lost their families, properties,
and homeland, enduring ongoing suffering.

Drawing on various ancient myths, such as Orpheus in Greek
Mythology and lzanaki/lzanami in ancient Japanese mythology
(Kojiki and Nihon shoki), the theme of “return from the dead’s land”
has captivated the living across different places and periods. This
fascination stems, in part, from the need to establish a boundary
between the living and the deceased. The living are drawn to the
realm of the dead due to their deep emotional connection to their
departed loved ones—family members, intimate partners, and close
friends. The central narrative found in such mythologies involves the
living’s journey to the land of the dead and their attempts to bring
back their loved ones, only to ultimately fail as the dead cannot re-
turn to the world of the living. Consequently, a tremendously ambiv-
alent emotional state arises, encompassing both love and anger, be-
tween the realms of the living and the dead.

Returning to the case of Fukushima, its people grapple with the
challenge of reconciling with their lost family members and home-
land. It appears inevitable for them to delineate the boundary be-
tween the living and the deceased or the homeland that cannot be
reclaimed. However, the main issue lies in how to establish or rede-
fine this boundary, akin to ancient mythology. Currently, there is no
prevailing narrative on this theme among the people of Fukushima.
Instead, prominent symptoms, such as rumors and writings, emerge
as attempts to decode and formalize their experiences, which can
be shared with those outside of Fukushima, and indeed Japan.
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Exploring this issue prompts us to reevaluate the invisible postcolo-
nial structure entrenched within contemporary Japanese society,
stemming from the internal colonialism of the pre-war Japanese em-
pire. The question of how to console the dead, how to draw the line
between the two realms, seems intimately intertwined, at least from
my perspective, with the challenge of objectively examining the post-
colonial history of modern Japanese society.

Lisiecki, Marcin (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Torun)

“Sacralization of Political Power in Japan: Mythological
Threads in Kokutai no hongi”

The main purpose of the presentation is to describe the process of
sacralization in Japanese politics during the 20" century. This topic
is relevant for the following reasons. First of all, the most important
political myths, such as the origin of political power, the meaning of
the emperor, and the goals of his deeds, were related to the idea of
kokutai (“national essence,” “national polity” or “national character”).
Secondly, this idea played a significant role in legitimizing political
power and consolidating national identity. Lastly, the idea of kokutai
was officially incorporated into Japanese politics by issuing a Japa-
nese government document in 1937 titled Kokutai no hongi. In order
to analyze the process of sacralization in Japanese politics in the
20t century, the content of the talk will be divided into the following
parts:

Firstly, | will present the sources for the idea of kokutai, espe-
cially the Kojiki and the Nihon shoki, as well as the Jinné shotoki by
Kitabatake Chikafusa. Secondly, this will be followed by a discussion
of the importance of kokutai as a political myth as well as of the con-
tent and main assumptions of the Kokutai no hongi. Lastly, | will il-
lustrate the importance of the Kokutai no hongi in the process of the
sacralization of political power in Japan.
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Matsumura, Kazuo (Wako University, Tokyo)

“Reconsidering the Mythology of Goddesses: With Special Ref-
erence to the Sun Goddess/Kingship-protecting Goddess”

Two themes are treated in this paper: The first is that we could per-
haps obtain better insights by analyzing more intensively visual sym-
bols in the myths and religions of areas and ages where and when
there were no or scarce written records. The other consists of actual
analyses of the myths and religions of goddesses of such areas and
ages. | argue that there is a possibility that a type of sun god-
dess/kingship-protecting goddess existed in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean area of the Neolithic and Bronze ages and also in Japan during
the Bronze/lron age (i.e., from the Yayoi era to the Tumulus era).

Neubronner, Louise (University of Tubingen)
“Forged Sacredness: Jindai moji in the Eye of the West”

Theories on the existence of jindai moji, characters from the Age of
the Gods, are still supported today, although there is no authentic
historical evidence for such a script. In the earlier days of the long-
standing discourse on the subject, jindai moji even received support
from Western intellectuals, as was the case with Peter Kempermann
(1845-1900), a German diplomat and founding member of the OAG
(Ostasiatische Gesellschaft). In his essay from 1876, Kempermann
arrives at this conclusion after a detailed analysis of texts that deal
with the ‘divine’ characters directly or indirectly — even their absence
from the preface to the Kojiki does not deter him. Basil Hall Cham-
berlain (1850-1935), who published his essay on jindai moji shortly
after Kempermann, looks at a very similar selection of texts but
comes to the opposite conclusion: There is no question that jindai
moji are forgeries produced by overzealous patriots. Chamberlain
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also clearly points out that the oldest authentic literary sources on
Japanese antiquity are the Kojiki and Nihon shoki.

In my paper, | want to take a closer look at the two essays by
Kempermann and Chamberlain. The discussion will focus on the
central question of how the assumed veracity of jindai moji on the
one hand and their proven forgery on the other relate to the status
of the Kojiki and Nihon shoki as ancient, authoritative texts. By con-
necting Kempermann’s and Chamberlain’s arguments to present-
day phenomena and examples from other cultural contexts, | will
also explore the hypothesis that inspiring apocryphal texts and out-
right forgeries can be understood as a characteristic of sacralized
texts.

Schley, Daniel F. (Nichibunken Institute, Kyoto)

“Nature in Miki Kiyoshi’s and Maruyama Masao’s Theories on
Myth”

Miki Kiyoshi and Maruyama Masao addressed the issue of myth in
different ways. Miki analyzes myths as products of the “power of im-
agination” that connects individuals to their society through rational
as well as sensual elements. He acknowledges them as a socially
relevant form of symbolic knowledge that continues to be active in
the present and notably appears in times of accelerated change and
social tensions. While Miki discussed myth in general terms as a
concept, Maruyama dealt with Japanese myths in particular. In the
cosmogony of the Kojiki and Nihon shoki he found the paradigmatic
pattern of historical consciousness in Japan. Namely, he identified
the three basic categories of becoming (nari), succession (tsugi
tsugi) and energy (ikioi).

Miki and Maruyama both had a background in Marxist theories,
and both appreciated myth as an important element in analyzing so-
cial and cultural phenomena. Both differ in their approach and

14



conception, but they nevertheless share some important points.
Among them is a subtly hidden and hitherto less considered concept
of nature, which is in fact an important component in their theories
on myth. Miki explores the effect of nature more explicitly through
the concept of pathos and its relation to logos. For Miki, myth is one
of the different historical forms in which logos and pathos come to a
specific dialectical unity. In contrast, Maruyama carries uncon-
sciously a certain understanding of nature into his interpretation of
Japanese myths. He does so especially when he characterizes the
historical consciousness in Japan as an optimism of the absolute
present in which the past and the future are continuously realigned
and relativized for an open-ended succession of singular nows. Both,
however, pay no attention to the in-fact complex layering of pre-
modern meanings from different cultural backgrounds in the modern
concept of nature.

In my presentation, | explore this obscured nature in Miki’'s and
Maruyama’s approaches to myth and examine the tensions that re-
sult from their neglect respectively. | examine how their rational ana-
lyses in a sense resacralize nature ‘through the backdoor.’

Schmid, Sarah Rebecca (University of Zurich)
“The Removed Empress: Jingu kogo in Meiji Period Print Media”

JingQ kogo (trad. 169? - 269 CE) is a rather unusual case in Japa-
nese historiography. She was (reportedly) the first woman in the
Japanese imperial line to assume the rule of the Yamato polity due
to the untimely death of her husband Chuai tennd (trad. 1497 - 200
CE). However, her status, both in the imperial line and as a historical
figure, has long been under debate. In fact, even the earliest surviv-
ing sources in which she appears, the Kojiki (712) and the Nihon
shoki (720), seem to have different opinions on precisely how to
evaluate her. While the Kojiki included her reign into that of her
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husband, the Nihon shoki devoted a separate section to her reign,
essentially treating her as a sovereign ruler. Furthermore, although
her posthumous title is generally given as Jingl kdgo, she was often
referred to as Jing tennd or as the 15" ruler in the imperial line until
the Meiji period (1868 - 1912). In the Edo period (1603 - 1868), the
Dai nihon shi, compiled by the Mito school, strongly argued against
her inclusion in the imperial line of succession. This argument even-
tually bore fruit; since the Meiji period, she has been removed from
the imperial line, and her son Qjin tennd (trad. 201 - 310 CE) has
become the 15" ruler of the Yamato polity, instead.

Remarkably, this removal from the imperial line and effective
devaluation of her status was not synonymous with a descent into
obscurity. On the contrary, Jingl kdgo easily belongs to one of the
most frequently mentioned and depicted Japanese rulers in the Meiji
period and is often the first ruler after Jinmu tennd (and Yamato Ta-
keru) to receive greater attention. Her portrait was used by the gov-
ernment to adorn bank notes, government bonds, and postage
stamps. Jingd kogo was also an important cultural and religious fig-
ure, appearing frequently in books, prints, gunka (war songs), as
well as many other areas of culture. This paper aims to show how
Jingl kogo was represented in different kinds of Meiji period media,
and what function her figure had in society and culture. It further
seeks to discuss whether her removal from the imperial line may
have been one of the factors that made her figure so accessible, or
what other factors may have been involved in her success as a cul-
turally dominant figure.

16



Steineck, Raji (University of Zurich)
“Zeamis Kintosho: ‘Work on Myth’ in Medieval Japan”

In his late work Kintéshé, and perhaps through it, Zeami, at the time
banished to the remote island of Sado, comes to terms with his ban-
ishment to the island of Sado. The text includes a NO play called
Kitayama, in which Zeami portrays his place of exile as a mythical
place of origin, thus elevating it to a position of central importance.
He does so via a version of the ancient imperial mythology’s story
about the "beginning of heaven and earth,” which connects that story
to the mandalas of esoteric Buddhism. Zeami’s work is therefore ex-
emplary of the ‘work on myth’ in medieval Japan. During that period,
various social classes, regions, and institutions enhanced their sta-
tus through connections with and retellings of imperial mythology.
Since the early modern era, scholars started to view these variations
as distortions of the original, “true” myth, but they significantly con-
tributed to the dissemination of imperial mythology and paved the
way for its reimagining as a national mythology in the modern era.

Wachutka, Michael (Tubingen University Center for Japanese
Studies (TCJS), Kyoto)

“Propagating Japan’s Spiritual Culture: Editorial Compilation
and Exegetical Dissemination of Shinto’s ‘Sacred Scriptures’”

The industrialist and educator Okura Kunihiko (1882 - 1971) in a
1929 interview drew a bleak picture of Japan’s contemporary society,
seeing it in a state of confusion of ideas where “devotional life that
was the foundation of the national life since the establishment of the
nation” has eroded. In his eyes, the spiritual and religious realms
control the root of thoughts, yet their present conditions were defec-
tive and the people needed to be “spiritually awakened.” He thus
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founded the Okura Institute for Research of Spiritual Culture (Okura
seishinbunka kenkyuajo), which, according to his opening speech in
1932, should “explore the essential values of spiritual culture and
establish a truly faith-based attitude towards the state.”

The Institute’s first endeavor was the compilation and editing of
several ancient texts into a novel work titled Shinten (1936), Shinto’s
“Sacred Scriptures.” With its deliberate appearance in leather bind-
ing, lightweight paper, and gilt edging, Shinten was conceived as
“Bible for Japan” equivalent to sacralized canonical writings of other
religious traditions. Accompanied by explanatory lecture series and
exegetical commentary works, from the beginning it was dissemi-
nated as a reference to timeless cultural memory and a source of
national polity (kokutai) for the whole population.

By spotlighting Shinten’s editorial history, this paper will trace
the relatively small circle of protagonists and the complex ideological
background leading to its genesis. Elucidating exegetical elabora-
tions of the contained texts and the concept of “shinten” itself fur-
thermore epitomizes how the mythico-religious narrative found in
these “sacred scriptures” has been used to support and legitimize
contemporary political agenda throughout Japan’s modernization
process and beyond.

Weiss, David (Kyushu University, Fukuoka)

“Myth and Ethnicity: The Role of Mythology in Oka Masao’s
Theory of Japanese Ethnogenesis”

Oka Masao (1898 - 1982) is commonly considered one of the found-
ing fathers of Japanese ethnology. He spent most of the 1930s in
Vienna, where he wrote a Ph.D. thesis on Japan’s ethnogenesis and
later served as founding professor at the Institute of Japanese Stud-
ies. In the early 1940s, he returned to Japan, where he became an
influential figure in wartime and postwar ethnology. This talk will
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analyze the model of cultural strata Oka first presented in his 1933
Ph.D. thesis and elaborated in the postwar era, focusing especially
on the function of ancient myths within this model. According to Oka,
Japan saw succeeding waves of immigration from the south (Indo-
nesia, Micronesia) and the north (Manchuria, Korea) during prehis-
toric times. Each of these groups of immigrants, he argued, brought
their own culture with them, which over centuries amalgamated and
brought forth Japanese culture. Based on the culture-historical ap-
proach of the Vienna School of Ethnology, Oka attempted to recon-
struct these different cultural strata, assigning specific myths, reli-
gious ideas, modes of subsistence, and kinship systems to each
stratum.

Within this theoretical framework, Oka proposed a new inter-
pretation of Japanese mythology that differed substantially from con-
temporary scholarship in Japan, for instance, by assigning a rela-
tively late date to the origins of the imperial family and by identifying
different conceptions of deities such as kami descending from
heaven and marebito arriving from beyond the ocean in the myths
of Kojiki (712) and Nihon shoki (720). This approach challenged the
idea of an unchanging Japanese national essence (kokutai) and
opened the way for comparative analyses of Japanese mythology in
the postwar era.

This paper is especially interested in Oka’s linking of certain
mythological motifs with specific ethnic groups. It attempts to trace
the impact both of the Vienna School and contemporary Japanese
ethnologists and folklorists on Oka’s theory of Japanese ethnogen-
esis.
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