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COURSE DESCRIPTION

In current political debates, bees have emerged as the key species to illustrate the many en-
vironmental predicaments of our time. As such, bees are also inspiring civic engagement at
the local level against industrialised forms of land-use and in favour of different forms of hu-
man-nature-relationships. While this is a recent development, bees have always captured hu-
man reflection on what constitutes good societies. Latest research supported by Al provided
fascinating insights in the organisation of the beehive and thus pushing the boundaries of hu-
man-animal-interactions.

This course uses the didactical concept of »Alltagsphantasien< (*Everyday fantasies«) to focus
on bees and what they stand for in the participants’ minds. From there, we will explore a wide
variety of social challenges. Participants will reflect on issues of sustainable development and
environmental ethics but also questions of research ethics — and they will learn about the won-
derful world of bees and their significance for the »Streuobstwieseng, i.e. a particular South
German landscape.



COURSE SCHEDULE

Date Topic Reading
1 Monday, June 10 Introduction
(= 90 minutes) 10:30 — 12:00 Getting to know each | [%/
) ’ other
) Monday, June 10 Black Mirror (S03/E06)
13:30 — 15:00 Hated in the Nation
Tuesday, June 11 Bees &
‘ the environmental crises 121 141, 171
10:30 — 12:00
4 Tuesday, June 11 Bees & 1]
13:30 —15:00 Artificial Intelligence
Tuesday, June 11
5 Being a beekeeper [3]
15:30 -17:00
Field Work
Wednesday, June 12
Bees and the >Streuobstwiesenc
All Day (traditional South German meadow orchards)
(separate schedule will be made available)
6 Thursday, June 13 »Honeybee Democracy« | [6]
10:30 — 12:00
; Thursday, June 13 Bees &
Environmental Ethics [o]
13:30 — 15:00
Thursday, June 13
8 Wrap-up
15:30 - 17:00
Friday, June 14
Final Written Exam
10:30 - 11:30




LEARNING OBJECTIVES

By using the example of honeybees, the course aims to make participants familiar with current
debates on environmental and technological issues and to provide them with arguments help-
ing them to form their own opinion on these challenges.

PREREQUISITES

The course is designed for undergraduate students (in their first or second year) from the social
sciences and / or humanities with basic EU knowledge and a strong general interest in Europe
and the EU. A very good command of English and the willingness to actively participate in the
course are required.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING

Active participation, knowledge of mandatory reading & timely submission of the preparatory
tasks. The total amount of ECTS to be obtained upon successful completion of the program
is 8 (eight).
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INFORMATION ON THE LECTURER

Simon Meisch studied Political Science and Modern German Literature at the Universities of
Tldbingen and Edinburgh (Scotland) and received his doctorate in Political Science. Since,
the has been working on ethical and epistemological issues of sustainable development and
in the sustainability sciences. He was a researcher at the International Centre for Ethics in
the Sciences and Humanities (IZEW) of the University of Tlbingen (2003-17), the Institute for
Advanced Sustainability Studies (Potsdam, 2018-19) and the Centre for the Study of the Sci-
ences and the Humanities (SVT) at the University of Bergen (Norway, 2021-22). Since Janu-
ary 2020, he is senior lecturer for interdisciplinary ethics at the IZEW. Amongst other pro-
jects, he led the research group »Ethics of Science in the Research for Sustainable Develop-
ment« (2013-2017) or »Changing Water Cultures (CANALS)« (MSCA-IF, in collaboration
with the SVT). His research focuses on ethical questions of water governance and research,
the role of the humanities in sustainability research, ethics and concepts of sustainable de-
velopment and the relationship between science and society.


https://www.noemamag.com/how-to-speak-honeybee/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Knyzo3ugnU&list=PLbqt4HPEAdEN1YlgS-QS_JB8KYzcZI7xj&index=14
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