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This talk will argue that Russia’s full-scale invasion has acted as a
critical juncture for Ukraine, to the point that effective agency has
emerged from a state of ontological anxiety. From the EU’s side,
Ukraine has finally been embraced within the European family by
receiving candidate status. From Russia’s side, Ukraine’s successful
application for EU candidate status has consolidated Ukraine’s
departure from Russia’s perceived sphere of influence. Along with
Ukraine’s nationwide resistance against the invasion, this destabilises
Russia’s projected identity discourse around the Slavic brotherhood
and the “Russian world”.

Fabienne Bossuyt is Associate Professor at the Department of
Political Science at Ghent University (Belgium) and coordinator of the
Ghent Institute for International and European Studies (GIES). She is
also co-director of the Eureast Platform of Ghent University. Her main
area of expertise is the EU'’s foreign policy and external relations, and
in particular the EU’s relations with Eastern Europe and Eurasia.
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