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Abstract: The talk will be in two parts. Part I will summarize some of Dr. Rhoads’ scholarly work in 
the area of planning educational studies when clustering of outcomes is an issue (i.e. in multi-level 
settings). This work can help answer questions such as: (i) When does it make sense to randomize 
classrooms or schools to educational treatments and when is it preferable to randomize students? 
and (ii) given a fixed budget what is the optimal number of schools for my study and what is the 
optimal number of students per school. In Part II Dr. Rhoads will reflect on current impediments to 
learning what works in educational policy and practice via randomized experiments. Issues discussed 
include: the need to improve measurement, particularly fidelity measurement; the changing nature of 
“Business as Usual”; teacher and student mobility; and the need to detect very small effects. 
 
Biography: Dr. Christopher Rhoads received his Ph.D. in Statistics from Northwestern University 
(NU) and is currently an Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Psychology in the 
Neag School of Education at the University of Connecticut, where he teaches classes in research 
design and quantitative methods. He entered his current position following a three-year post-doctoral 
fellowship at the Institute for Policy Research at NU. Dr. Rhoads’ research focuses on 
methodological and statistical approaches to improving causal inference in policy-relevant research, 
particularly in the design and analysis of large field studies for the purposes of policy evaluation. He 
has published articles in outlets such as Journal of Educational and Behavioral Statistics, Journal of 
Research on Educational Effectiveness and British Journal of Mathematical and Statistical 
Psychology. Dr. Rhoads is or has been a member of research teams conducting investigations in the 
areas of educational technology, online literacy, gifted education, teacher professional development 
to improve elementary math education and the impact of online course offerings on the retention of 
non-traditional students in college. 
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