An Introduction to Pluralism in Economics

Lecture Series in the Winter Term of 2019/20

Debates about economic theory are omnipresent. There is increasing doubt if complex economic rela-
tionships can be modelled precisely enough through rationality-based mathematical models. Dynamic
equilibrium theory and prognoses have often been deficient to anticipate crises and upheavals in real-
ity. This criticism is mostly brought forward by so called ‘heterodox’ or ‘pluralist’ economists, who have
gained popularity and momentum in recent years. Even in public discourse, questions about a new
economic order have become more present. Nonetheless, the progress made in research and the de-
bates amongst scholars are not taught to undergraduate students of economics. It is often said that
new students firstly need to learn the ‘basics’ before they can participate in controversial discussions.
Lectures presenting different schools of thought, the history and emergence of economic thought and
heterodox perspectives are mostly postponed to graduate studies — or not taught at all.

The lectures series by Rethinking Economics Tiibingen wants to change this fact and start teaching a
broad understanding of economics. What are the beginnings of the discipline and how did it depart
from other social sciences? What can a philosophy of economics contribute to contemporary debates
in the field? How many schools of thoughts do exist and what are their theoretical underpinnings? Are
economic models the only way to do research for economists?

We want to show that studying economics can be much more than integral functions, time series and
indifference curves and furthermore give a prospect to what economics courses can be: controversial,
interdisciplinary, multi-perspective, diversified and in tune with the latest economic developments.

The lecture series will present a broad array of perspectives that — from our point of view — belong in
any undergraduate program and aims at proving how divers and pluralistic economics can and should
be. The series starts with remains from the previous lecture series in the summer term of 2019 dealing
with the topic of capitalism. We managed to win excellent speakers who could not attend in the past
semester. They can show with their talks about capitalism how heterodox economics is connected to
real-life processes and even the entire economic system. We continue the lecture series by exploring
the various perspectives of economics: Starting with qualitative research methods, to a critical analysis
of what the ‘blind spots’ of economics are and ending with an outlook on the future of pluralism in
economics. Feminist economics, ecological economics, post-Keynesian economic and others are an
integral part of the lecture series.
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Date Title Speaker
23.10.2019 Courage to change the things we can —  Dr. Friederike Habermann
and the wisdom to know: they are con-
structed
30.10.2019 Capitalism. Is it time to think about alter-  Asst.-Prof. Dr.Lara Monticelli
natives? [Englisch] CBS Copenhagen Business School
06.11.2019 Qualitativ-interpretative Verfahren in den  Jun.-Prof. Dr. Ursula Offenberger
Wirtschafts- und Sozialwissenschaften Universitdt Tiibingen
13.11.2019 Intercultural aspects in management Prof. Dr. Katharina Kilian-Yasin
teaching and practice [Englisch] Hochschule Pforzheim
20.11.2019 Verteilung und Effizienz: eine soziotko- Prof. Dr. Till van Treeck
nomische Perspektive Universitdt Duisburg-Essen
27.11.2019 Beyond the Marshallian Cross: Econom-  Dr. Frederick Schaff
ics as Complexity Science [Englisch] Ruhr-Universitédt Bochum
4.12.2019 Formalising Economics: Social Change,  Prof. Dr. Dimitris Milonakis
Ideology and Mathematics in Economic University of Crete
Discourse [Englisch]
11.12.2019 Wirtschaftstheorien aus feministischer Mascha Madorin (lic.rer.pol.)
Sicht: tote Winkel heterodoxer Wirt-
schaftstheorien
18.12.2019 Zur politischen Anatomie modernen Gel-  Dr. Aaron Sahr
des Hamburger Institut fiir Sozialforschung
08.01.2020 Okonomie als rich theory. Markteffizienz ~ Prof. Dr. Birger Priddat
ist nur eine Allokationsform unter vielen.  Universitat Witten/Herdecke
15.01.2020 Post-keynesianische Entwicklungstheo- Prof. Dr. Barbara Fritz
rie: Internationale Wahrungshierarchien Freie Universitét Berlin
und wirtschaftspolitische SpielrAume fir
Entwicklungs- und Schwellenlander
22.01.2020 Einfohrung in die Nachhaltigkeitskono-  Prof. Dr. Stefan Baumgartner
mik (AT) Universitdt Freiburg
29.01.2020 Economic perspectives from the global Prof. Dr. Irene Van Staveren
south and why they matter for econom- Erasmus University Rotterdam
ics worldwide [Englisch]
03.02.2020 Abschlussvortrag Prof. Dr. Yanis Varoufakis
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