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(Reference information in English) *Please note this course is conducted in Japanese.
This lecture aims to promote an understanding of the reality of EU activities by shedding light
on aspects of the EU’s various legal systems relating to economic activities, particularly

Competition Policy and Law.
The EU is currently engaged in activities covering the whole of the Member States in various
political, economic, and social aspects, while maintaining the independence of the Member



States. Of these, economic activities, particularly in the areas of competition policy and law
(EU Competition Law), are the driving force behind ’European market (economic) integration.
It has been the driving principle for European integration since the inception of the EU and
its predecessor, the EEC, and has acted as the centripetal force of the EU. The lecture will
cover the following topics.

First, the distinctive aspects of the EU legal system on which EU competition law is based
will be explained while bearing in mind that the EU legal system is changing as EU integration
expands and evolves.

Second, important and characteristic institutions and cases in EU competition law in relation
to ’European market (economic) integration’ will be examined.

Third, closer scrutiny in the EU has focused on issues related to individual rights and
privacy, as well as ’European market (economic) integration.’ This has resulted from recent
trends such as the expansion of online fransactions, the rise of the IT industry, digital
platform companies, and the expansion of the digital economy. In this lecture, we will explain
the development of relevant EU competition law as it relates to the activities of Google, Meta,
Apple, Amazon, and others.

Fourth, these characteristic structures and developments of EU competition law will be
contrasted with similar legal systems in the US and Japan, and the reasons for the differences
in the respective legal systems will be discussed.

The lecture will be given on the assumption that the students have no knowledge of
jurisprudence.
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