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I. Indigenous Media and Media Sovereignty from U-Matic to YouTube. What Next?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The media content produced from, with, or for indigenous people can rightly be categorised as indigenous media. It could be said that indigenous media first came into existence in the 1980s. The movie Pocahontas, released in the year 1995, was my first ever introduction to indigenous lives. I have watched that film as a child and enjoyed the fairytale-like story of Pocahontas, but it is only now that I realise the brevity of the movie. Although the movie poster claimed it to be “An American Legend Comes To Life”, did it really do justice to the Natives?A SIMPLE VENN DIAGRAM TO SUGGEST THE DEFINITION OF INDIGENOUS MEDIA


[image: ]THE SONG “COLOURS OF THE WIND” AS PICTURIZED IN THE MOVIE POCAHONTAS (1995) 
SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=O9MVDMQKVPU
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Indigenous media developed as a response to the entry of mass media in the lives of the First Nation people. Initially, it was represented by outsiders trying to articulate the voices of the natives. Even if it catered to the needs and requirements of the indigenous people, it failed to achieve its ultimate potential. On the contrary, it ignored and erased the interests and realities of indigenous lives and portrayed an outsider’s perspective. The sole purpose of the rise of indigenous media is to eradicate the power imbalance and articulating one’s own story in someone else’s words defeats the whole purpose.

LOGOS OF INDIGENOUS TELEVISION CHANNELS. SOURCE: GOOGLE IMAGES


 
SOURCE:HTTPS://WWW.GOOGLE.COM/SEARCH?Q=NITV&RLZ=1C1CHZL_ENIN723IN723&SXSRF=AOAEMVKDBZOSQRU9NSE0DG3QF5YOAWPHCQ:1638317576545&SOURCE=LNMS&TBM=ISCH&SA=X&VED=2AHUKEWI9HBFJQMH0AHUG7RSIHS2VCIYQ_AUOAXOECAEQAW&BIW=1536&BIH=754&DPR=1.25#IMGRC=PNTFBQJESIA6KM&IMGDII=_BN0M3C0F29P2M
HTTPS://WWW.GOOGLE.COM/SEARCH?Q=ABORIGINAL+PEOPLE%E2%80%99S+TELEVISION+NETWORK+IN+CANADA&RLZ=1C1CHZL_ENIN723IN723&SXSRF=AOAEMVKWXEHAY0J6D8YMQXPU7DACFHEWJW:1638316890670&SOURCE=LNMS&TBM=ISCH&SA=X&SQI=2&VED=2AHUKEWINURCCPSH0AHU57RSIHRDPBTUQ_AUOAXOECAEQAW&BIW=1536&BIH=754&DPR=1.25#IMGRC=SGFCZSLJRHL6CM
HTTPS://WWW.GOOGLE.COM/SEARCH?Q=MAORI+TV+IN+NEW+ZEALAND&TBM=ISCH&VED=2AHUKEWJ6NZJHPSH0AHUKHAQKHUAQCL0Q2-CCEGQIABAA&OQ=MAORI+&GS_LCP=CGNPBWCQARGAMGCIIXDVAXANMGUIABCABDIECAAQQZIFCAAQGAQYBAGAEEMYBQGAEIAEMGUIABCABDIECAAQQZIFCAAQGAQYBQGAEIAEUNICWNICYIKNAABWAHGAGAFSIAGCAZIBATKYAQCGAQGQAQTND3MTD2L6LWLTZ8ABAQ&SCLIENT=IMG&EI=IBYMYBQJHOQKKGXGOKLOCW&BIH=754&BIW=1536&RLZ=1C1CHZL_ENIN723IN723#IMGRC=K3NYKQDFBV-Y6M
HTTPS://WWW.GOOGLE.COM/SEARCH?Q=TAIWAN+INDIGENOUS+TELEVISION&RLZ=1C1CHZL_ENIN723IN723&HL=EN&SXSRF=AOAEMVJDFLKJOOMP1RSBCBNWV3RU_FVIOG:1638317187463&SOURCE=LNMS&TBM=ISCH&SA=X&VED=2AHUKEWJGQFOPP8H0AHV8_RSIHRJ2DH0Q_AUOAXOECAEQAW&BIW=1536&BIH=754&DPR=1.25#IMGRC=ZRFHIS4AWZIFAM&IMGDII=-NXOHUAXNCRFSM



However, with the development of indigenous television, digital broadcasting, and indigenously directed feature films these challenges can gradually be conquered. The challenges don’t come to an end here. Preserving the collected data, artefacts, and photographs becomes a herculean task, especially when there are no funds and the popular demand asks otherwise. Fortunately enough, the natives now realise that it is time to take things into their own hands and understand the true sense of media sovereignty. Consequently, understanding media sovereignty gives them the power to control, govern, and represent themselves on the terms and conditions they want. It also leads to cultural activism that preserves ritual practices, local languages, historical knowledge, and brings a sense of autonomy along with a source of [image: ]income that hopes to eliminate poverty and political oppression.


NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN’S FILM AND VIDEO CENTRE  IS ONE OF THE MANY SUPPORTIVE PARTNERSHIPS THAT HELP IN PRESERVING INDIGENOUS MEDIA
SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=EQZQFAM-FPS
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With the help from media archives, supportive partnerships, grants, and alliances, it becomes easier to overcome the pressing issues of preserving indigenous media in not only a sustainable but also technologically compatible manner in ways that are culturally and ethically relevant. As an anthropologist, it is important to play mediator between the two – the indigenous people and the others. On the one hand, the duty of an ethnographer is to evoke awareness that indigenous media exists and knowing of its existence is only going to enrich others’ lives, while on the other hand, it should be done in an unbiased manner. Although this was previously a tough nut to crack, digital rethinking has allowed us to step up the game. In fact, in the digital age of YouTube, Facebook, and TikTok, the awareness about social media platforms has given rise to the younger generations steering the winds of indigenous worlds according to their [image: ]requirements and bringing serious issues that need attention into the limelight. 
INDIGENOUS TIKTOKERS: THE REAL VOICE
SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=AAOTQSHWZCY&T=144S
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To encapsulate, social media platforms are not just a medium to raise awareness and voice opinions but are progressively moving towards becoming a means of expression. It is by way of this usage of social media that the natives convey to us the real through reels.
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 II. “It’s complicated”: Is the demotional[footnoteRef:1] demotion just a click away? [1:  Detached and emotional] 


[image: ]
A GRAPH INDICATING THE PEAK BREAK-UP TIMES ON FACEBOOK
SOURCE: GOOGLE IMAGES
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As Ilana Gershon discusses in her book The Breakup 2.0: Disconnecting over New Media, the world is gradually accepting the presence of social media platforms like Facebook, WhatsApp, and Instagram to shape the course of their relationship. An interesting research says that soon the activities on Facebook and the data collected by virtual assistant technologies like Alexa and Siri will be able to predict the fate of a relationship. Due to the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and before the availability of vaccines, people had been subjected to staying at home and in-person communication, talking without face masks, and warm embraces seemed like Utopia. It is during these perturbing times that people were forced to adapt themselves to the interfaces of apps and make social media a part of their means of communication. 
The availability of video conferencing and real-time responses through apps like FaceTime, Meet, Zoom has aided in a plain sailing communication where cyberspace slowly juxtaposes the physical space. We have now come to a position where physical proximity and intimacy, albeit important, can be overlooked as long as there is consistency in digital communication.
[image: ]
TED TALK ON THE EFFECTS OF SOCIAL MEDIA ON RELATIONSHIPS BY MAYURAKSHI GHOSAL 
SOURCE: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYl4BdBabl4
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As an ethnographer, it is important to study this phenomenon and analyse how people perceive social media to dictate the status of their relationships. It is also noteworthy to consider the various opinions people have when introduced to new media, the multiplicity of media ideologies that people may have and if social media dating is capable of invoking any behavioural tendencies, whether the access to dating apps and variety of apps to communicate has sped up the process, do quick link-ups lead to quick break-ups, so on and so forth.
Undoubtedly, the choice to connect with strangers, become friends, and eventually start dating has become an easy affair. All you need is a smartphone, a stable internet connection, installing the required app and then clicking on friend requests, double-tapping for validation, and just swiping away. Surprisingly, one can now have multiple conversations not just with multiple people but also with the same person over different apps. The web is for real. Pun intended. 
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A VISUAL REPRESENTATION OF THE WEB-LIKE USAGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA 
SOURCE: GOOGLE IMAGES
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According to the interviews conducted by Gershon, most people commented that disconnecting over social media was a big no-no. It was observed that people preferred an in-person conversation to end their relationship and seek closure. Breaking up over a text message, or changing their relationship status on Facebook was considered to be insensitive of the other’s feelings and was also seen as a sign of cowardice. To discuss it further, different schools of thought give rise to different media ideologies which in turn give rise to how different people speak for and against disconnecting over social media. It is similar to what Gershon notices, many students consider an email to be formal due to its need to have greetings and salutations, whereas the same email is considered to be informal by Gershon herself as it does away with the hassles of writing it in a legible script and posting it so as to be received in time.
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No matter how many times the advantages of using social media are advocated, it will always create a difference in perception and comprehension. A text message may lead to miscommunication and the scope of literally reading between the lines of texts is heightened, whereas a vis-à-vis is more direct and is accompanied by body language, and hand and facial gestures for better comprehension. The text message may give someone the power to express exactly what they mean, which might be difficult to say in person, as one can manipulate the time when the message is being sent, the tone of the words, the emoticons being sent in order to gain control over the flow of communication, whereas a face-to-face conversation may seem like a forceful, stressful confession which many like to avoid.
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In addition, the power dynamic of a relationship may be affected by PDA on social media. The likes and dislikes of followers may boost or hedge the relationship, the photos and memories and their deletion after a breakup may cause mental stress. People find ways to disconnect over social media and may show behavioural tendencies like ghosting or benching. A public breakup may seem like a competition to some, where they feel the necessity to tell the world about the breakup. People may also opt to go live and stream their experience of a breakup where they feel that they are answerable to the world. In spite of the fact that social media relationships may seem like a detached affair, their impact may be emotionally overwhelming.
In a nutshell, adapting to new media takes time, the updates and the facilities an app may provide help in reducing the virtual distance and enabling a real-time experience. Anything that is new may face flak or praise and these opinions may change over time. Nonetheless, people eventually loosen up to new changes and that is how the wheel of life keeps on turning.
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