International Hybrid Conference

The Intertwining of Magic and Knowledge/Sciences in the
premodern Mediterranean (and beyond)

(link to full programme)

Paris 18-19 May 2023

In past scholarship magic has often been discussed as the “eternal other” or complete opposite of either religion or
rationale and scientific thought. This conference enquires into magic as a branch of knowledge in its own right, part
of the ancient landscape of sciences, arts, crafts, and general know-how, closely entangled with other
fields. Presentations will discuss how magical texts, artefacts, practices, or concepts intertwine with those in other
branches of knowledge such as medicine, alchemy, celestial knowledge, liturgy and others. Contributors will
examine how ‘magic’ was involved in the often subtle or indirect transmission and transformation of knowledge.
Analysis will be based on sources from a variety of magical traditions, from the Near East and Europe in ancient
and medieval periods.

Sponsored and organized by the research network
Between Encyclopaedia and Epitome — Talmudic strategies of knowledge-making in the context of ancient
medicine and sciences
(Tiibingen University, University College London, Freie Universitét Berlin)

Participants
Emma Abate (Univ.Bologna), Monika Amsler (Univ.Bern), Alessia Bellusci (Ca Foscari, Venice),

Gideon Bohak (Tel Aviv Univ.), Thomas Galoppin (Univ. Toulouse), Wissem Gueddich (EPHE, Paris), David Hamidovic
(Univ. Lausanne), Paolo Lucca (Ca Foscari, Venice), Lennart Lehmhaus (Eberhard Karls Univ. Tiibingen), Y akir Paz (Hebrew
Univ.Jerusalem), Caroline Petit (Univ. Warwick), Stefanie Rudolf (MPIWG, Berlin), Eleonora Serra (Univ. Lausanne/UCL)

Thursday 18 May
Venue: Auditorium, Fondation Victor Lyon, Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris19,
29 Boulevard Jourdan, 75014 Paris
Friday 19 May 2023
Venue: INHA, Institut National d'Histoire de I'art, 2 rue Vivienne, Paris 75002
Zoom link (2 days):
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/83489844239?pwd=eGILdTF5SNkYyMEMzeDhmejR5TG1Z27z09
Meeting ID: 834 8984 4239  Passcode: 007464
For in-person attendance, please register with:
journeepaleohebephe@gmail.com

Conference organisers: Lennart Lehmhaus (Tiibingen), Wissem Gueddich (Paris), David Hamidovic and Eleonora Serra
(Lausanne), Florentina Badalanova Geller (IEA-Paris/London) and Mark Geller (Lonon)
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