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Edited by Michaela Hoffmann-Ruf and Abdulrahman Al-
Salimi.

2013. 506 pp. with numerous illustrations.
Regular Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14799-4
Luxury Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14798-7

€ 68,--
€ 98,--

Oman differs from other Arab countries of the Arabian
Peninsula and the Gulf region in having a long history
as a unified state. It is also famous as a seafaring nation
and for the Ibadi tradition of Islam practised by most of
the population. This volume contains the proceedings of
a conference held in Tiibingen in May 2011 with the aim
of highlighting another, previously little known or studied
aspect of Oman history.

The conference focused on the complex interrelationships
between Oman and other countries bordering the Indian
Ocean, and on views “from outside” of Oman’s culture
and religion. Researchers from a wide range of disciplines
examined these questions and the approaches and con-
clusions presented here are similarly wide ranging, from
the pre-Islamic archaeology of Oman and the multiple
languages of East Africa to the economic and cultural ties
between Latin America and Oman. The technology and
history of shipbuilding are also examined, using previ-
ously little-known source material. But however varied
their themes, all the essays clearly emphasise Oman’s sig-
nificance as an economic and cultural bridge between the
eastern and western Indian Ocean.
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2013. 446 pp. with numerous illustrations.
Regular Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14801-4
Luxury Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14800-7
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Omanis in the pre-Islamic period were already familiar
with the coastal regions of East Africa and the islands east
of them. In the early Middle Ages, members of Omani
royal families and their followers began to emigrate to the
region, with some of them founding small princedoms.
After approximately 150 years of Portuguese dominance,
the Omanis drove the Portuguese out of the coastal areas
north of Mozambique, and a period of prosperity began
under Omani rule. In a treaty signed in 1822 between
the British and the Omani ruler, Sayyid Said, the British
ceded supremacy to the Omanis over the coastal areas of
East Africa between northern Mozambique and southern
Somalia. This led to another period of prosperity under
Omani rule, which ended in the so called “Revolution of
Zanzibar® in 1964.

In this book the author presents for the first time a com-
prehensive survey of the archaeological evidence of the
Islamic period in the coastal areas of Kenya and Tanza-
nia, as well as relevant written sources in African, Orien-
tal and Western languages and provides a synthesis of the
two different sets of sources.



IN PREPARATION:

Volume 3
On Ibadism
Edited by Angeliki Ziaka. 2013. 200 pp.

Regular Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14882-3
Luxury Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14883-0

By J. C. Wilkinson.

Oxford 1977. Reprint: Hildesheim 2013. 292 pp. 30 maps/sketches and 14
Tables.

Regular Edition (only): ISBN 978-3-487-14884-7 € 48,00

This book is a study of the traditional relationships that exist in Oman
between land and social organization, and how they have evolved. The
author starts with the theme of aridity and, using the extensive literature
of the 1200 year old Ibadi community to supplement his field work, shows
how the techniques of water exploitation have influenced the country’s
social organization and its political ideology. He describes how the settle-
ment organization has evolved in two stages; the first in the years before
Islam when the Persians irrigated the land using aflaj or horizontal water
channels; the second after the Arabs had overthrown the Persians and,
influenced by Ibadism, established a more democratic society domina-
ted by a strong tribal structure in the villages. The tribal structure is then
examined in detail and the author shows how close the links are between
the Islamic ideology, land use, and social organization. As a contribution
to the human geography of Oman as well as to general knowledge of the
Middle East the book will interest Arabists, Islamic historians and social
anthropologists, as well as hydrologists and geographers.

Volume 4

Ibadi Theology. Rereading Sources

and Scholarly Works

Edited by Ersilia Francesca. 2013. 550 pp.
€54,00 Regular Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14885-4 € 68,00
€68,00 Luxury Edition: ISBN 978-3-487-14886-1 € 98,00

Regular Edition = Hardcover.
Luxury Edition = Cloth.
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