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COURSE DESCRIPTION

What strategies Jewish women employed in order to assimilate into the broader European society
and how they negotiated their various cultural identities is the leading part of the offered course. In
order to understand their world framework, a historical observation of Jewish society during the 18th
to the 20th centuries will be given. At the same time a legal perspective of the status of Jewish
women — in its religious context — will be presented. Judaism at the period of modernization of
Europe went through a transforming state, inside their communities as well as outside in relation to
the general Christian society. As the Jewish society confronted modernization, part of it was
attracted with secularization and the other part went into extreme religious forms. Women in both
sides, and those who found themselves in between, acted differently.

The European society of the 21st century is continuing the developments occurring since second
World War, offer Jewish women extensive scope of action in politics, business, entertainment and
more.

While looking at specific Jewish European women — born and lived their all life in Europe, or such
who were born, raised but left Europe to the USA or the State of Israel — we will encounter the
issues of gender, politics, and religious norms as well as have to understand how Antisemitism
influenced the Jewish society as a whole and the Jewish women in particular.

In recent years, research focusing on Jewish women has been attracting attention in the field of
Jewish studies. The majority of research on women's topics is related to gender studies, and it has
also played an important role in research fields such as sociology, ethnography, and law. In line with
this trend, especially since the late 1990s, research on women has been actively conducted in the
field of Jewish studies as well as Israeli studies, mainly in Europe, the United States, and Israel.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

® Students will be able to acquire basic knowledge about Jewish women in different eras and
regions.

@ Students will be able to gain an overview of the history of Judaism's development and its
secularization trends through the perspective of Jewish women. the students will gain the
experience of working in cooperation, and also self-expression.



COURSE SCHEDULE

HOW TO

CLASS DATES CONTENTS CONDUCT A Soioe
LESSON
See the note on Introduction On-demand 90 minutes
,LOTHERS"
Introduction to the course main issues and way (watching video)
of study
September 8t The historical boundaries of the “modern era” Face to face 90 minutes
that this course takes into consideration- the
10:45-12:15 span of Jewish history
Reading assignment
September 8t The historical circumstances that allowed the Face to face 90 minutes
rise of an educated and “non-religious” class of
13:15-14:45 Jews in western Europe
Reading assignment
September 9t Jewish woman and education in historical Face to face 90 minutes
perspective: the Biblical women and Medieval
10:45-12:15 women — where is Wisdom?
Reading assignment
September 9t Women and ‘general / secular’ education in Face to face 90 minutes
Europe: Eastern European Jewish communities
13:15-14:45
Reading assignment
September 10t Modern Jewish religiosity: The Reform Face to face 90 minutes
movement and its women'’s rights
10:45-12:15
Reading assignment
September 10t Jewish women in the synagogue in historical Face to face 90 minutes
perspective
13:15-14:45
Reading assignment
September 11t Examples for Jewish women in modern times Face to face 90 minutes
10:45-12:15 Reading assignment
September 11t Examples for Jewish women in modern times Face to face 90 minutes
13:15-14:45 Reading assignment
September 12t Anti- Semitism: historical and current Face to face 90 minutes

9:00-10:30

perspectives (as well as the question of activism
to fight it)

Reading assignment




September 12t Nazism and Europe under Germany — women Face to face 90 minutes
during and after IIWW
10:45-12:15
Reading assignment
September 12t Jewish women: The understanding of survival Face to face 90 minutes
13:15-14:45 Reading assignment
September 15t European Jewish women and the Zionist Face to face 90 minutes
movement
15:00-16:30
Reading assignment
September 16t Biblical women as an example for modern Face to face 90 minutes
Jewish women
15:00-16:30
Reading assignment
See the note on Summary On-demand 90 minutes
,LOTHERS*
Reading assignment for the final report (watching video)

PREREQUISITES

No requirements

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING

Regularity of attendance 30%- active participation for discussion is required
Assignment 20 %

Final report 50%
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INFORMATION ON THE LECTURER

https://kendb.doshisha.ac.jp/profile/en.a7683374fb59ab1d.html

OTHERS

Contact method from student to instructor: email
Contact method from instructor to student: email

The first video will be released 1-2 weeks before the first Face to face class.
The release timing of the final video will be announced at a later date.
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