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This project aims at developing a generalisable framework for explaining far-right party support in Europe
and beyond. It argues that to understand the success of the far-right globally, we need to develop a
conceptual framework that extends beyond cultural grievances and anti-immigration sentiment, to a more
nuanced account of the coalitions that enable these parties to gain power and the nationalist mobilisation
strategies the adopt to appeal to these voters. To illustrate this argument, the presentation proceeds as
follows. First, it focuses on the demand-side and more specifically the voter characteristics that drive far-
right party support. This analysis illustrates that the far-right party voter base is much more diverse than
initially assumed consisting of a small share of ‘core’ nationalist- or culturalist- voters and a much larger
share of ‘peripheral’ or ‘protest voters’ who do not necessarily espouse hard-core nationalist principles but
vote for these parties for other reasons. Second, it examines the supply side, and more specifically maps
how far-right parties utilise nationalism in their programmatic agendas. This analysis shows that the
adoption of ‘civic normalisation’ nationalist strategies allow these parties to mobilise broadly beyond their
secure voter base. Third, it assesses the extent to which these findings travel outside the European
framework by focusing on cases from Latin America as well as the US. The analysis of the ways in which
voter dynamics and far-right strategies in these cases may (or may not) mirror those in Europe,
underscores the necessity of understanding these phenomena in a broader, interconnected context but
also highlights the challenges and implications posed by such broad comparisons.
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