Call for Papers
International Workshop 
On
Languages and Traditions of Challenge and Change
Submission deadline: 15 October 2025
Notification of acceptance: 01 November 2025
Venue: Hotel Indraprastha, Kottayam
Time: 14–16 December 2025
The workshop aims to develop approaches to integrating arts and humanities into the discourse of climate change adaptation and sustainable development. Climate scientists and human geographers have repeatedly pointed out that the challenges posed by environmental degradation cannot be solved by relying on technoscientific solutions alone (Senanayake 2006; Lauer 2023; Nightingale et al. 2020). However, the role of cultures, languages, and literatures in deliberate and desirable attainment of sustainable development remains under-researched and unexplored (Schipper 2010; Schuler 2014; Gosh 2016). We are especially interested in interdisciplinary approaches in finding sustainable solutions to climate change and developing cultures of resilience (see, for example, Harris, Barwick, and Troy 2022). The focus of the workshop is (but not limited to) Malayalam language, literature, and the performance arts, combining lived traditions with textual and archival research. Given that Kerala and the Malabar Coast more broadly are vulnerable to the impact of climate change and environmental degradation, we propose to integrate Humanities-centred knowledge into the academic discourse on climate science and human geography, be it in Malayalam or English. 
To do so, we invite participants to engage with the concept of Local and Indigenous Knowledge Systems (LINKS) as the workshop aims to link the field of Kerala studies with world-leading expertise on Indigenous knowledge systems, like that of Jakelin Troy (Sydney), and Alice Mah (Glasgow). Kerala and the Malabar Coast have served as geopolitical and strategic crossroads between the eastern and western parts of the Indian Ocean world since the 800s. The workshop seeks, therefore, to explore the environmental vulnerabilities of Kerala and its Indigenous (and Indigenised) communities, while considering their interrelatedness across the Indian Ocean world.
We call for papers based on historical, literary, or ethnographic research centred around any aspect of human organisation in response to the environment vulnerabilities, such as sea and hinterland connectivities, human-non-human relations, disaster response and management, pre-modern technologies etc. We are especially interested in scholarship that combines the study of literary sources (oral and written) with ethnography centered on Indigenous communities at the forefront of the climate crisis and facing the challenges of sea-level rise, coastal erosion, floods, landslides, heatwaves, and any other aspects of environmental degradation. We welcome contributions on topics such as (but not limited to):
· Literature in response to disasters
· Historical research on climate and environment
· Community resilience via art, performance, and rituals
· Languaging vulnerabilities of gender and caste
· Religion, culture, and environmental crises
· Cultural heritage preservation and resilience
Further guidance: Submit an abstract (300 words max) here by 15/10/2025.
Notification of acceptance: by 01/11/2025
Full paper: Authors of selected proposals will be required to submit short draft papers (between 2500 - 3,000 words) by 01/12/2025 to editor.tapasam@gmail.com according to the guidelines here. 
Publication: Selected papers will be published in a special issue of TAPASAM Journal by December 2026.
Funding: Local travel (train, bus), subsistence, and accommodation will be provided by GCID
Location: Hotel Indraprastha, SH 1, S.H. Mount, Kumaranalloor, Kottayam, Kerala 686006, India 
Organisers: 
Glasgow Centre for International Development (GCID), University of Glasgow

in collaboration with 

Association for Comparative Studies (Tapasam) 
Institute for Social Sciences, Humanities and Oceanic Research (I-SHORE) 
Inter University Centre for Social Science Research and Extension (IUCSSRE), Mahatma
Gandhi University, Kottayam
Department of History, University of Hyderabad
The University of Sydney 
Department of Indology, Institute of Asian and Oriental Studies (AOI), Eberhard Karls	Universität Tübingen
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