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Education
2022-ongoing		Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Baden-Württemberg, Germany
· Doctoral Researcher, Indology/ South Asian Studies 
Dissertation: “Becoming Kāṟaḷmān: The many tales of the dancing Charlemagne and Paladins in the Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical Theatre of Kerala, India”
				Primary Supervisor: Claire R. Maes
Secondary Supervisor: Heike Oberlin
2014-2016 		Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, India
· Master, Media and Cultural Studies
Master Thesis: “Charlemagne’s Island: A study on Gothuruth and Chavittunatakam”
CGPA 7.7 (Letter Grade: A- Very Good)
2005-2009 		Cochin University of Science and Technology, Ernakulam, India 
· Bachelor, Electrical and Electronics Engineering (EEE)
First Class

Professional Appointments
1 Nov 2022-ongoing		Wissenschaftliche Angestellte (Scientific Staff), TV-L E13, 65%
Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Department of Indology
Nov 2016-Sep 2022		Senior Communication Officer 
				Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment
				Alappuzha & Bangalore, India
May 2016-Oct 2016		Content Associate
Going to School || Delhi & Bihar (India)
Jul 2013-May 2014		Content Associate
				Agaze Technologies || Ernakulam (India)
Oct 2012-Apr 2013		Script Writer 
Sanchaaram Travelogue Documentary Program, SafariTV  
Kottayam (India)
Apr 2010-Sep 2012		Project Engineer
				Wipro Technologies || Hyderabad, Bangalore, Ernakulam (India)

Grants
2025 	Gleichstellung Grant, Philosophische Facultät (Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen)
Funded the travel to attend the 3-day Residential Workshop on “Chavittunatakam: The Past, Present and Future of a Creolised Performance Genre” in Kodungallur, Kerala and field work in Kerala and TamilNadu, India (Dec 2024-Jan 2025) 
2024	Gleichstellung Grant, Philosophische Facultät, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen
Funded the travel to attend Internationational Medieval Congress (IMC), organised by the University of Leeds, Leeds, United Kingdom (July) 
2023	Gleichstellung Grant, Philosophische Facultät, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen
Funded the onward travel to Kerala, India for field work activities (April) 
2019	Crossing Borders Fellow-Fall Cycle 2018, Robert Bosch Stiftung, Germany – Research Fellowship (May-June)
2018	“Experience Changsha Media Arts” Program, facilitated by Government of Changsha, China and UNESCO, Beijing – Media Fellowship (May-June)
2017 	Sahapedia UNESCO, Supported by Ministry of Culture, Government of India — Research Fellowship (October)
2017	(declined) Climate Change Awareness and Education Programme, Pipal Tree, Fireflies Intercultural Centre (March) 

Publications
Work in Progress
PhD Dissertation 	Becoming Kāṟaḷmān: The many tales of the dancing Charlemagne and Paladins in the Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical Theatre of Kerala, India

Book Chapters
2021	“Nummada Kaaralmaan (Oh, unser Karl der Große) Eine Einführung in die Darstellung Karls des Großen und seiner Paladine im Chavittunatakam von Kerala, Indien [Oh, Our Charlemagne: An introduction to the representation of Charlemagne and his paladins in Chavittunatakam of Kerala, India].” In Geschichte im Bistum Aachen Band 15 2019 / 2020, edited and translated by Dr Frank Pohle. Neustadt a. d. Aisch: Verlag Ph. C. W. Schmidt, pp 145-190. Co-authored with Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan.
2021	“Rajah Carlomagno: el Chavittunatakam y los orígenes de las representaciones de batalla en la India [Rajah Charlemagne: Chavittunatakam and the Origins of Battle Representations in India].”In La Fiesta de Moros y Christianos en el mundo Tomo II, edited and translated by Dra. Milena Cacares Valderrama. Lima: Publicación del Instituto Riva-Agüero N° 361, pp. 305-334.

Essays and Public Writings
2020	“ Kalayuṭe mūlyam samūhattil [Value of Art in Society],” Jeevanaadham Weekly, Special Edition July 16, pp 15.

Teaching Experience
Undergraduate Content Courses at EKU Tübingen
· Christianity in India (winter 2024)
· The call of Spicesː An Introduction to the Advent of Major Abrahamic Religions in India (summer 2023)

Undergraduate Language Courses at EKU Tübingen:
· Advanced Malayalam Reading (summer 2025)
· Selective readings from the Caviṭṭunāṭakam manuscripts of Kāṟaḷmān (Charlemagne)
· Exploring Malayalam (winter 2024)
· Selective Readings from various performing forms’ manuscripts and graphic novels 
· Malayalam Grundstufe II (summer 2024, co-taught with Heike Oberlin, Department of Indology) 
· Malayalam Aufbaustufe II (summer 2024, co-taught with Heike Oberlin, Department of Indology) 
· Malayalam Grundstufe I (winter 2023, co-taught with Heike Oberlin, Department of Indology)
· Malayalam Aufbaustufe 1 (winter 2023, co-taught with Heike Oberlin, Department of Indology)

Invited Teaching Sessions in Undergraduate Content Courses:
12.01.2024	“Demonstration Session: Introduction to Caviṭṭunāṭakam,” in the course “Praxisseminar: Tanz Theater Musik in Indien [Practice Seminar: Dance Theater and Music in India]” taught by Heike Oberlin (winter 2023)
18.01.2023	“Sex education in India,” in the course “Introduction to Modern South Asia: Challenging Social Conventions” taught by Claire R. Maes (winter 2022)
25.01.2023 	“Transgender Bills and Decriminalisation of Section 377 in India,” in the course “Introduction to Modern South Asia: Challenging Social Conventions” taught by Claire R. Maes (winter 2022)

Professional Development, Specialised Language Training and Workshops
2023-2025 	Weekly sessions of guided reading and interpretation of early Malayalam texts (16th-17th centuries) with (late) T B Venugopala Panicker (Retired), Ophira Gamliel (University of Glasgow) and Heike Oberlin (Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen)
2025	“Academic Writing for Doctoral Candidates: Assembling Your Writer’s Toolbox.” DocDays 2025 by Graduate Academy, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, February 19
2024 	“Critical reading and note-making techniques.” Zentrale Studienberatung (ZSB), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, May 03
2024	“Time Management for Doctoral Candidates (Online).” Doctoral Reseracher Development Program, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, June 17 and 26
2023	“Improve your workflows with Github and Zotero.” Zentrum für digitale Kompetenzen, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, March 01

Organized Conferences
Forthcoming 	(with Rajashree Raju, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen) “Research Dialogues on Kerala: Malayali Society, Culture, Religion and Politics in Future,” Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Oct 10-11 (tentative), 2025. 

Academic Presentations
Conferences and Workshops
Forthcoming	“Kāṟaḷmān [Charlemagne] Performances as Sites of Cultural Memory in the Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical Theater of Kerala, India.” European Council for South Asian Studies 2025, University of Heidelberg, Heidelberg, Germany, Oct 1-4. 
2025	“Ṟōḷdōn’s Dance of Death: Narratives of the Death of Paladin Roland in Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical Theater of Kerala, India.” International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds, Leeds, The United Kingdom, July 7-10.
2025	“Futures for the Study of Religion: Research, Relevance, Responsibility.” Workshop – The Study of Religion: Pasts, Presents, & Futures Tübingen-Toronto. Panel Participant and Presenter (working group with Johannes Gradel and Shannon Drew). Center for Religion, Culture and Society (CRCS), Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, May 26-27.
2024 	“By the Power of the Cuvaṭi: Examining Caviṭṭunāṭakam Manuscripts as an Artefact of Invented Heritage.” Workshop – Chavittunatakam The Past, Present and Future of a Creolised Performance Genre organized by Mar Chrysostom Chair, Mahatma Gandhi University and Muziris Heritage Project, Kodungallur, India, December 26-28.
2024	“Karalman and Cultural Creole: A study on the Charlemagne Corpus of Chavittunatakam.” International Seminar Creolization – Literature, Art and Culture organized by Peruvanam International Village Festival, India, Dec 8. 
2024	“Karalman Charitam: Transcultural Dissemination of Charlemagne Lore in Kerala.” Kārika International Seminar on Folk Culture and Performances, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, India, October 22-25. 
2024	“The Tamil Flower and Latin Catholicism: A Study on the Influence of Flos Sanctorum in the Curation of Cultural Identity of the Portuguese Padroado Converts of Southern India.” International Medieval Congress, University of Leeds, Leeds, The United Kingdom, July 1-4.
2024	“Becoming Kāṟaḷmān: The many tales of the dancing Charlemagne and Paladins in the Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical Theatre of Kerala, India.” International Workshop – How to make sense of collected data? (online) organised by GEAS Triple Alliance, June 14.
2024	“Rolling Ṟōḷdōn: The Many tales of Roland in Kāṟaḷmān Caviṭṭunāṭakam Manuscripts.” International Workshop – Malayalam in Performance Texts and Contexts, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen and University of Glasgow, Tübingen, February 12-15.
2023		“The Chronicle of the Charlemagne Chronicle in the Caviṭṭunāṭakam Musical
Theatre of Kerala, India.” European Council for South Asian Studies 2023, University of Turin, Turin, Italy, July 26-29.
2021	“Chavittunatakam: an Indo-Iberian heritage at crossroads- Kaaralmaan Chavittunatakam and Moros y Christainos in Kerala, India." International Congress Patrimonio Religioso de Iberoamérica – Expresiones Tangibles e Intangibles (Siglos XVI–XXI), Universidad Privada de Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia, July 8.

Colloquium Presentations: 
2025	“Case Study 2: Cochin Chavittunadaka Kalari.” Ethnology Graduate Students’ Colloquium organized by Karin Polit, Department of Ethnology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, May 9.
2024	“Phantasmic Births, Deaths and Everything In Between: An Analysis of Kāṟaḷmān Cuvaṭi.” Indology Colloquium organized by Claire R. Maes, Department of Indology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Nov 25.
2024	“Chapter 3: Being Plōrippīss’ entourage.” Ethnology Graduate Students’ Colloquium organized by Karin Polit, Department of Ethnology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, November 22.
2023	“Comprehending Cuvaṭi.” Indology Colloquium organized by Claire R. Maes, Department of Indology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Dec 18.

Public Presentations: 
2023	“Eye Hand Exercises: Demonstration.” Workshop – Caviṭṭunāṭaka Paṭhana Śibiram organized by Cochin Chavittunadaka Kalari, Our Ladies’ Convent School, Thoppumpady, Kerala, India, Dec 26.
2023	“Film Screenings and Q&A: Gender, Diversity, (Anti-)Discrimination: Documentary Films and Filmmakers from Japan, South Korea, and India,” organised by Center for Gender and Diversity Research, Department of Japanese Studies, Department of Korean Studies and Department of Indology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen, Tübingen, February 10.
2018	“Folk Theatre: A comparative Study on the Folk Theatres, Chavittunatakam, India and Huaguxi, China (Multimedia Installation),” School of Design, Hunan University, Changsha, China, June 18.
2018	“International Youth Forum on Creativity and Heritage along the Silk Roads2.” Panel Participant. UNESCO (Beijing), Changsha and Nanjing, China, May 21-26.

Professional Service
· Organizer and Moderator for the film festival “Caviṭṭunāṭakam on Screen: Films & Discussions (Hybrid),” 7,9, 11 April 2024, 1630-1800 hrs 
· Co-organizer of the screening of the film “Altar of Fire,” followed by the discussion of the paper “The Meaningless ness of Rituals” by Fritz Saal, facilitated by Frank Köhler, 05 February 2025, 10:15- 11:45 hrs
· Technical Support for various film screenings at the Department of Indology from 2023-2025 
· Projekttage Hölderlin-Gymnasium Stuttgart: Introducing Indian Music to 30 high school students, 21 July 2023, 10:00-13:00 hrs

Association Membership:
European Association for South Asian Studies (EASAS) 

References
· Claire R. Maes, Department of Indology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen
E-mail: claire.maes@uni-tuebingen.de 
· Heike Oberlin, Department of Indology, Eberhard Karls Universität Tübingen
E-mail: heike.oberlin@uni-tuebingen.de 
· Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, Senior Fellow, ATREE Bangalore, India
E-mail: priyan@atree.org  
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