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1. Description of the Project (max. 8 pages)
Please provide a detailed description of your project (research field and research questions, theoretical and methodological orientation).
You can structure your project into sub projects / work packages and describe them separately. 
Please include paragraphs about:
a. Expertise and previous work of the team 
b. Thematic Fit and Organisational Integration
Thematic alignment: Please outline how the proposed project is thematically related to the existing research priorities, profile areas, or strategic themes of the University of Tübingen.
Organisational integration: Please describe where the project will be situated, and how it is structurally embedded.
Networking potential and synergies: Please identify relevant projects, collaborations, or infrastructures within or beyond the university that the proposed work will complement, reinforce, or build upon.
c. Outreach and integration of international- and/or non-university partners
Please also refer to existing initiatives and established collaborations, and clarify the specific expertise and added value that each partner brings to the project
d. Planned third-party funding project[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Exploration Funds are intended to initiate collaborative third-party funded projects; exceptions are only possible in rare and exceptional cases. Prior consultation is therefore required.] 

Please indicate which third-party funding project you intend to pursue and explain how the support provided through the Exploration Funds will facilitate the preparation of your proposal.

[all texts in Arial, 11 pt., 1,15 line spacing, do not change page margins]

2. Bibliography 
Please list the publications quoted in the description of the project


3. Project Plan (max. 1 page)
Please provide a schematic project plan with milestones. You can use the following table or choose a different representation.
	
Work Package / Project / …
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Work Package / Project 1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Work Package / Project 2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Work Package / Project 3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	…
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	preparation
	
	milestone
	
	…
	
	…
	
	…





4. Budget (max. 1 page)
4.1 Budget Plan
	
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Total

	Staff
(88,200 EUR/year[footnoteRef:2]) [2: The annual rate is based on the DFG personnel rates for 2026.] 

	
	
	
	

	Consumables 
(incl. student assistants[footnoteRef:3]) [3:  Information on the calculation of remuneration rates for academic and student assistants can be found in the download area of the University (Dokumente für die Einstellung von Wissenschaftlichen und Studentischen Hilfskräften  Bezüge und Sozialversicherung Vergütungssätze). Information only in German language. Login required.] 

	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	



4.2 Explanation of the Budget Plan
Please provide justification / explanation for the planned budget.
Please note that the costs indicated under “Staff” are for guidance only.
If your application is approved, you will be allocated a specific number of person-months at TV-L 13 (100%), up to a maximum total of 36 months. This means that the costs for this position will be covered irrespective of whether the amount stated in your financial table is higher or lower.
Any salary increases (for example, due to pay scale adjustments or progression through experience levels) are already taken into account; however, it will not be possible to generate or retain any financial buffer or surplus.


5 Project Partners
If applicable, please provide a list of additional researchers taking part in the project.


6 Research Profiles (max. 1 page per (co-)applicant)
Please provide a short CV of every applicant and co-applicant, including a list of publications. Please highlight (in bold) at least 5 publications that are relevant for the project.



7 Additional application for third-party funding
	Has this project already been submitted in the same or a similar form for third-party funding or do you plan to submit it?

	Yes ☐
	No ☐

	
	

	If the previous question was answered with ‘Yes’, please provide the information requested below.

	Third-party funding organisation:
	[name]

	Total amount of requested funding:
	[total amount]

	Date of (planned) submission:
	[DD. MM. YYYY]

	Was the application successful?
	☐ Yes     ☐ No     ☐ Decision pending

	
	

	Is the project submitted to the above-mentioned funding body similar to the one applied for under the Exploration Funds 2026 scheme?

	☐ Yes 
	☐ No 

	

	If you have answered ‘No’ in the previous question, please outline the differences of the proposed projects.


	








8 Declaration 
In order to ensure the success of the Exploration Funds scheme, we kindly ask you to confirm that one of the main applicants holds a permanent position at the University of Tübingen and is willing to act as Principal Investigator for the planned third-party funding proposal.

	Applicant 1: 
	[Name]

	
	[Institute]

	
	[E-mail]

	
	

	
	Current employment status at the University of Tübingen (UT)?

	
	☐ Permanent contract   ☐ Fixed-term contract   ☐ External   



	Applicant 2: 
	[Name]

	
	[Institute]

	
	[E-mail]

	
	

	
	Current employment status at the University of Tübingen (UT)?

	
	☐ Permanent contract   ☐ Fixed-term contract   ☐ External   

	

	

	Applicant 3: 
	[Name]

	
	[Institute]

	
	[E-mail]

	
	

	
	Current employment status at the University of Tübingen (UT)?

	
	☐ Permanent contract   ☐ Fixed-term contract   ☐ External   

	
	



	
	

	
	

	
	
	Signature – Applicant 1
	

	
	


	
	

	
	
	Signature – Applicant 2
	

	
	


	
	

	
	
	Signature – Applicant 3
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