
                       

 

Call for Participation: Workshop at the University of Tübingen 

Religion in Africa: Relations and Entanglements 
Jointly convened by: The working group “Africa” of the Ger-
man Association for the Study of Religion (DVRW), University 
of Tübingen’s Center for Religion, Culture and Society 
(CRCS), the Institute for the Study of Religions, and African 
Literary and Cultural Studies 

Thursday, 13th of November 2025, 9 am – 2 pm 
Religious practices, institutions and cosmologies never stand in isolation from other 
spheres of society but are continuously being co-constituted in relation to them as well 
as in relation to other religious formations. With a focus on Africa, this workshop brings 
together interdisciplinary approaches in the study of religion, including history, socio-
logy, anthropology, political studies, literature and theology. Research foci include glo-
bal entanglements of Islam(s), Christianity(ies), indigenous/traditional and other reli-
gions; processes of religio-secularization (Dressler); socio-cultural dynamics impacted 
by discourses of “African spirituality” in broader decolonial and planetary debates; and 
expressions of African spirituality and religion in literature, popular media and the like. 
While methodologies and timeframes may range widely in the case studies, we look for-
ward to presentations that foreground relational and entangled dynamics based on cur-
rent research. 

We invite colleagues, researchers and PhD students from the University of Tübingen to 
participate in our two-part event exploring religious formations, entanglements, and 
transformations within African religious and spiritual contexts. The workshop has an 
open format with possibilities for presentations, contributions on work-in-progress, 
roundtables, posters and the like. We particularly encourage contributions that foster 
cross-disciplinary conversations and have the potential to open future initiatives for co-
operation. 

The public part of the workshop is followed by a meeting of the AK Africa of the German 
Association for the study Religion (DVRW). Those interested in joining the working group 
are welcome to join in.  

We look forward to lively discussions and constructive ideas! 

Katharina Wilkens, Institute for the Study of Religions and AK Religions in Africa 
Theresa Mayer, Center for Religion, Culture and Society (CRCS) 
Jacky Kosgei, African Literary and Cultural Studies 



 

Schedule 
Please submit a proposal for a contribution (250 words and including preferred form of 
presentation) by September 30th, 2025. Submissions and all further queries can be di-
rected to: katharina.wilkens@uni-tuebingen.de  

 

Thursday, 13th of November 

 9 – 14 s.t. Workshop and presentations (lunch will be provided on site) 

Friday, 14th of November 

 9 – 10 s.t. Business meeting AK Africa: Invitation to all who would like to join 
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