
HILGENDORF LECTURE
Summer Term 2021

The Hilgendorf Lecture series aims at promoting evolutionary thinking across 
disciplines. The lecture is named after Franz M. Hilgendorf (1834-1904), a 
palaeontologist from Tübingen who, in 1863, constructed the first empirical 
phylogenetic tree of fossil organisms using snail shells. He thus provided the first fossil 
proof of gradual evolution and speciation as proposed by Darwin’s theory of evolution.
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Hilgendorf Lecture Coordinator
Dr. Max Schmid

HILGENDORF  LECTURE  
summer term 2026

9 July 2026 at 16:15 in 3M07 at GUZ

Prof. Charles Mullon 
University of Lausanne, Switzerland  (Host: Max Schmid)

When Environments are Inherited: 
Consequences for Evolutionary Dynamics

16 July 2026 at 16:15 in 3M07 at GUZ

Prof. Ingo Grass 
Hohenheim University, Germany  (Host: Katja Tielbörger)

Diversification for Biodiversity-Friendly Agriculture 

16 April 2026 at 16:15 in 3M07 at GUZ

Prof. Catalina Pimiento 
University of Zurich, Switzerland  (Host: Hervé Bocherens)

Extinction Dynamics in the Ocean: 
Past, Present, and Future 
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