
This talk examines how the Gaza war has catalyzed a transformation of higher education governance in
Germany, marked by the increasing securitization of academic life. Focusing on the case of Freie Universität
Berlin and other universities in Berlin, it traces how Palestine-related speech, teaching, and protest have been
reframed as matters of risk management, resulting in event cancellations, intensified surveillance, police
interventions, and the routinization of coercive governance on campus. Institutional responses increasingly
invoke concerns about “security” and “polarization,” while reinterpreting academic freedom through the lens of
controlled and “objective” exchange.

Drawing on original event data, interviews, and survey evidence, the talk shows how these dynamics have
produced a climate of self-censorship, social sanctioning, and administrative restriction, disproportionately
affecting scholars and students working on Palestine. It argues that this shift is embedded in Germany’s broader
political commitment to Israel as Staatsräson, which has facilitated the recoding of dissent as a security concern
and the institutionalization of carceral logics within the university.

At the same time, the talk highlights how students and faculty have actively resisted these developments,
defending spaces of critical inquiry and rearticulating academic freedom as a practice rather than a protected
norm. Campus struggles thus emerge as both a site and an early warning signal of wider authoritarian
tendencies, where the normalization of surveillance and curtailed dissent within universities foreshadows
democratic erosion beyond them.
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