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The course Germany - NOW! takes you on a tour of Germany: politics, 
people, places, popular culture. What is the German nation debating? 
What shapes – or has shaped - German identity? Over the last 30 years, 
re-unified Germany has moved centre-stage in global politics. It is one of 
the strongest national economies worldwide and with its soft power wields 
immense geopolitical influence. And yet, its self-perception seems at 
odds both with this reality, as well as with the external perception of other 
countries observing Germany. Is Germany indeed rising to the challenge 
of the Zeitenwende (change of an era) or is it somewhat stuck in 
Reformstau (traffic jam of reforms)? Key to course participation is a 
willingness to contribute to our debate so that from our different cultural 
perspectives we learn not only about Germany but about ourselves. It is 
your interests which will shape the curriculum, so get ready to ask your 
questions about Germany! I will try to accommodate all topics. 

In this course, you will (in self-study, group discussions and the 
plenary forum)
◦ acquire a broad knowledge of ongoing debates in Germany.
◦ learn about the German public sphere and how it is shaped. 
◦ discuss many topics, not least those of special interest to you.
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