
How does the human need for security manifest in the Anthropocene? While both Holocene and
Anthropocene approaches to security have sought to articulate the distinctive security challenges of our
times, various techno-optimist projects aimed at ‘saving human civilisation’ raise new questions about the
meaning of security in the face of existential threats. How do these projects view the threats we are facing
and what assumptions underpin the solutions they propose? Drawing from philosophical Existentialism and
focusing on practices related to technological salvation and the (re)ordering of time, this talk makes the
case that IR has so far failed to grapple with the distinct human experience of becoming aware of the
possibility of human extinction. This matters because this awareness leads to a search for meaning – what I
tentatively call ‘existential security’ – which can, in turn, interfere with practices aimed at addressing
existential threats (like climate change) and sustain extinction-causing practices.
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