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Populism and Postcoloniality in Contemporary India (1985–2025)

This talk examines populism as a mode of political mobilization that both challenges liberal 

constitutional democracy and draws legitimacy from popular sentiment. While populism contains 

an inclusive and anti-elite dimension, it can also weaken institutions, legal procedures, and the 

articulation of social differences.

Focusing on contemporary India (1985–2025), the lecture explores how right-wing populism 

negotiates the tensions between democracy, authoritarianism, and popular legitimacy. It further 

asks whether populism and postcoloniality converge in shaping a more vernacularized form of 

democracy in the present global moment.

About the Speaker: Associate professor, JNU. Associate member, Institute for 

Humanities, Simon Fraser University, Canada. Authored India after Modi:Populism and 

the Right (2019), Politics, Ethics and Emotions in New India (2023)

Part of the Summer Semester 2026 course:  Landscapes of Liminalities: Contesting Political and Literary Images of the 

Future from South Asia (19th–21st Centuries) 

©️
S

o
m

e 
v

is
u
al

 e
le

m
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
p
o
st

e
r 

w
er

e 
c
re

at
ed

 w
it

h
 

g
e
n
e
ra

ti
v
e
 A

I


	Slide 1

