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Abstract:  A map may reflect geographic knowledge and thoughts of
people of a certain time at a certain area. This seminar examines the old
maps made by Koreans during the 500-some years of Joseon Era (AD
1392-1910) to reveal the ways Korean ancestors understood and
perceived their surrounds. This presentation goes through maps of Korea
at various scales: the entire Korean Peninsula, the provinces, the royal
capital Seoul, and other local areas. Attention is given to the questions
such as how much the Koreans of the Joseon Era knew about the location
and extent of their country; in what ways they interpreted the topography
of the country, the mountain ranges in particular; and how they perceived
their immediate space. The presentation also explores how much the old-
day geographic knowledge and thoughts have been passed down to
contemporary Korea.

"Geographic thoughts of Koreans, reflected on the 
maps of 15th-19th Century Joseon"
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