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Isabelle Cockel is Associate Professor in East Asian and Development Studies at the 

University of Portsmouth. Her research focuses on labour and marriage migration in East 

Asia. She analyses how the state instrumentalises immigration for political and 

economic interests. She has published about sovereignty, citizenship, motherhood, 

activism, and irregular farm work. She utilises academic blogs and film screening to 

raise public awareness about inequality and injustice embedded in migration. She also 

does research on the Cold War in East Asia regarding psychological warfare and 

clandestine press. She argues that the use of women’s voices for propaganda campaign 

constructs an ideological soundscape across the Taiwan Strait. She proposes the concept 

of dissent assemblage with which to analyse how clandestine press constructs a public 

sphere for ideational circulation. She is Associate Editor of Political Studies Review and 

is on the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Taiwan Studies. 
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