
 1 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Generating file lists via command line 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stefan Fischer, Tübingen Structural Microscopy Core Facility (TSM) 
 

August 2024, Version 1.0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The content of this document is shared under Creative Commons ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-SA 4.0) 
 
 



 2 

Generating file lists from folders via the command line 
 
 
Please use the corresponding script for your operating system, as the syntax is di9erent. 
The scripts only consider the top level of the folders. Subfolders are listed but not the 
files they contain. 
 
 
Mac: 
 
Open the terminal and copy the following script to it and hit return: 
 
echo "Please enter the folder path: " 
read folder && ls "$folder" | grep -v "files.csv" > "$folder/files.csv" 
 
 

 
 
Then drag and drop the folder (containing the files that should be listed in a csv file) onto 
the terminal and press enter.  Now an additional csv file can be found in the folder, 
containing the list of the file names. 
 
If you would like to store the data as tsv instead of csv, replace the file extensions 
correspondingly in the script. 
 
 
 
PC: 
 
Open the Command Prompt and follow the same procedure as for the Mac, but use the 
following script: 
 
set /p folder="Please enter the folder path: " && if exist "%folder%" (dir /b "%folder%" | 
find /v "files.csv" > "%folder%\files.csv") else (echo Folder not found!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


